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LADY. WOODFORD: 
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rallied by you, for not giving you 
ſome account of the formet part af my 
life, according to promiſu, I nom ' fit 
down to be my own hiſtorian ; and I fit 
down to write my narrative with pleaſure, 
7 becauſe I believe. that: you: will find 
amuſement init. e er ir r en 
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MEMOIRS OF 
fondled me, ſhe hardly took any notice 
of me.— I was but too ſenſible of the 
unkind treatment I received of her, and 
fancying that ſomething was wanting in 
my carriage, I endeavoured, by many 
little aſſiduities to attract her attention. 
— They ſeldom, indeed, proved ſucceſs- 
ful ; yet I perſevered, and ſtrove more 
than ever, by: a number of infantine 
ways, which I thought would be-win- 
ning, to make her behaviour e 
nately maternal. 6 
One day, when J had laid my vi" in 
her lap with a childiſh fondneſs, ſhe 
ſtroked back my hair which, having been 


neglected, grew quite over my face, 


and ſaid. Look up Fanny—why, you 
have good eyes, child.“ 

She then examined my hands and: arms, 
1 kiſſed me; and from that hour be- 
3 take . at leaſt) ſome 
Pan fatisfa&tion 
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ſatisfaction at the ſight of me. I was, 
at that time, juſt entered into my ele- 
venth year, but I had only learat a lit- 
tle common plain-work and reading, at 
a petty day-ſchool, in which indeed, I 
took particular pains to. pleaſe, becauſe 
I was ambitious of being diſtinguiſhed 
by my miſtreſs, imagining that her re- 
gard was better than nobodys ; but I 
chiefly, wiſhed to be carreſſed by my 
mother; and 1 actually envied ſeveral 
of my ſchool- fellows on finding that they 
waere favourites at home. My wiſh was 
at laſt accompliſhed ; very ſoon after- 


| wards my mother ſent me to a better 


ſchool; I learnt French and dancing, 
and as my leſſons were quite agreeable to 
me, I appeared to advantage in the per- 
formance of them, My mother came to 
ſee me dance at a ball given by our maſ- 
ter; pon that occaſion I had new clothes 

rd * 2 and 
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and finer ones than ever; and I acquitted 
myſelf, the* not till I had felt many auk⸗ 
ward ſenſations, entirely to the ſatisfac- 
tion of my mother and my maſter.— The 
latter, indeed, paid more attention to 
me than 1 thought was neceſſary: I was 
too young, it is true, to underſtand his 
meaning, but I was old enough to know 
that his behaviour was very particular, 
and it was, certainly, very diſagree- 
able. — My mother, alſo, obſerved it, 
and, by the queſtions which ſhe aſked; 
mademe acquainted with things of which 
1 had till then no idea. I was removed 
to another ſchool, at which I ſtaid but a 
little while, for, before I was fourteen, my 
mother agreed with maſters to teach me 
at home, and J ſeldom ſtirred without 
ber. I was very much confined, yet I did 
not feel my confinement intolerable, as I 
had a great number of amuſing books 
us 353 both 
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both-in French and Englifh, which with 
my needle. and my mulick'( I was 
greatly delighted with the latter) fil- 
led up my time in a manner that 
pleas'd me extremely.— I learnt, allo, to 

draw, and to paint in water · colours. The 
entertainment which I received from my 
Various Occupations, was only interrupted 
by the tireſome injunctions of my mo- 
ther, . with regard to. my perſon ; the 
would never ſuffer me to ſtand in the 
ſun : I. was obliged to wear gloves al- 
ways, even when the weather was re- 
markably hot : my hair was frequently 
dreſſed, and my teeth put under the di- 
rection of a dentiſt: all that trouble 
about me, I thought, was thrown away, 
as I was not often ſeen by any body; for, 
young and ignorant as I was, I ſoon be- 
gan to perceive I was dreſſed in order 
. admired, tho“ I was principally 
B 3 admired 


- — — i 
— - — 
— rn "I r o 
8 W "> = 
PSY 


6 © MEMOIRS. OF 


admired by my mother, who frequently 
made me dreſs myſelfaccording to her fan- 
cy. After having g ſurveyed me, for about 
halfan hour at a time, ſhe gave me a nod 
of approbation, and then ordered me to 
pull of my ornaments, and bury myſelf 

in my large cap, handkerchief, and 
gloves again. She would alſo, frequen- 
tly, aſk me queſtions about the books 


'he had given me, and generally recom- 


mended thoſe which were moſt calcula- 
red to raiſe the tender paſſions : but of 
her recommendations I took more notice 
afterwards. She furniſhed me with many 
books which treated of love, yet ſhe care- 
fully kept me from the ſight of any men, 
my maſters excepted ; feldom however 
leaving me alone even with them. 

One day being called away while my 
muſick maſter was teaching me a pathe- 
tic ſong, he ſeized the moment, and 

availing 
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availing himſelf of her abſence, he began 
to preſs my hands very warmly, in order, 
I imagined, to make me feel the beau- 
ties of the compoſition; his efforts had lit- 
tle ſuccels, for he excited no emotions in 
me but emotions of diſguſt; and the in- 
difference, or rather contempt,with which 
1] beheld him, while 1 haſtily ſnatched 
away tny hand yuſt when my mother re- 

entered the room, ſeemed to give her no 
ſmall delight. She only took notice, 
however, of my behaviour to him, by 
interrogating me about bis carriage, and 
never left us together afterwards. 

Much in this manner did I ſpend my 
time, till I was between fifteen and ſix- 
teen. * 2 | + 

While I was firting one morningin my 
Aion: during my © mother's 
abſence from home, from the windows 
of which I could ſee nothing but our own 
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and as ſhe was afraid that a poor young 


fome young man, endeavouring to de. 


dor, which Sally, running down, had 
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little garden, and colouring ſome flowers 
upon vellum, the maid called to me, and 
begged me to come into the dining · room, 
as there was a great quarrel in the ſtreet, 


gentleman would be murdered. 
 Fromthe'girFs account of the affair, 1 
thought I ſhould be very much ſhocked 
by going into the dining-room, her re. 
peated intreaties however, added to a 
eurioſity natural in young people, brought 
me, almoſt inſenſibly, to the window). 
I then ſaw a very genteel and hand- 


fend himſelf againſt twoor three ill- look - 
ing fellows, who wanted to lay violem 
hands upon him.— The mob took his 
part: ſame of them drove his adverſaries 
away, the reſt forced him towards our 


opened, in ſpite of all I could ſay to pre- 
n > 0 vent 
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vent her W ſo 1 a 
Ain. 


The young bende axcdingy 


the croud, e ee | a tell how 
things had been managed below, be en- 
tered thedrefſing-room,: to. which 1 had 
retired, through fear; but the ſame fear 
had hindered -me from making myſelf 
private. . I ſtood, thereſotre, rooted 9 
the floor with aſtoniſnment; when he 
made his appearance, without his chat, 
and with his hair in the greateſt diſor- 
der: —his hair, diſordered as it was, ſeo- 
med to be very fine; it was of a beauti- 
ful cheſnut colour: his clothes and lin- 
nen were torn, yet there was a charming 
ſymmetry in his features, and a grace 
fulneſs in his air and manner, which 
rendered all the above- mentioned little 
diſadvantages too triffling to be regarded, 
1 Bs I was 
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I was certainly ſtruck at the appearance 


he made, after having been ſo rudely 


treated by his enemies, and he looked a 
equally ſurprized, if not more at the 


ſight of me. He ſtarted immediately, 
on ſetting his foot in the room, ſurveyed 


me a moment with the greateſt atten - 
tion, and then, advancing to me in the 
"moſt reſpectful manner, begged my 
pardon in the politeſt terms, for the 


liberty he had taken in forcing himſelf 
into my apartment for ſhelter : but, at 
the ſame time, with very inſinuating ac- 
cents, earneſtly deſired me to permit 


him to give me an account of the affair 
which had occaſioned his intruſion, ho- 
ping that his narrative would in ſome 
meaſure apologize for his behaviour. 


As to myſelf, I was ſilent and abaſhed-: 


l was very ſenſible that his admiſſion in- 


to the houſe was imprudent, and that 
| EE £ 
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tho? I had not im mediately encouraged 
it, I had done nothing to oppoſe it; yet'I 
could not help feeling emotions in the 
young ſtranger's favour: I was filent and 
confounded He accordingly, ſeeing that 
made no attempt to lay reſtraint 
upon his tongue, began to open his de- 
fence.— Having been rather too free 
with my laſt quarers allowance,“ ſaid he, 

„ had only fifty guineas left, which 
were to have been paid to the perſons 
vho ſent home ſome furniture for my 
apartments, but on meeting with a fami- 
ly in great diſtreſs, 1 could not refrain 
from aſſiſting them, hoping that thoſe 
to whom I was indebted would wait a 
little, when they were acquainted with 
the cauſe of my delay: but I was miſ- 
taken: for tho' I deſcribed, as feelingly 

as I could, the diſtreſſes of thoſe! whom 
I had relieved, the flinty-hearted tradeſ- 
B 6 men 
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man declared they would ſtay no longer 
for their money. ; in conſequence there- 
fore, of their reſolutions, bailiffs were 
employed to arreſt me. The inhumanity 
of ſoch a proceeding rouzed my anger, I 
confeſs, and urged me to endeavour to 
baffle their deſigns, at leaſt, againſt me. | 
'Luckily,:the mob, believing that I had 
juſtice on my fide; ſupported me, and 
Tpurred me to ſeek an afylum in this 
houſe; as che door ſtood invitingly open. 
] ſeized that moment to diſengage myſelf 
from my enemies, but 1 ſtiall mne 
give myſelf for having given you, ma- 
dam, fo much diſturban ee. 8 
I know not e er lend 2 
I was ready to ſink with ſhame. I was 
extremely confuſed: I was, alſo, pro- 
digouſly- alarmed, tho? I could not tell 
why I was fo alarmed. I had no reaſon, 
e e 
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indeed, to believe that-my - e 
be pleaſed with the admittance of 2 
young ſtranger into the, houſe during her 
abſence, yet I was not conſcious of ha- 
ving invited him, nor of having given, 
him any encouragement to come into it, 
_ tho! I certainly ſhould have freely encou- 
raged him to make it an aſylum, had I 
been miſtreſs of it: being naturally incli- 
ned to pity any human creature un- 
g fortunately ſituated.—1 ſhould: then have 
been only reſtrained. by apprebenſions 
with regard to the tumultuous behaviour 
of the mob, till I had received ioforma- 
tion about the motives.. 
The young ſtranger, perceiving me 
E exceed ingly, embarraſſed, and incapable 
of replying to what he had communica» 
red, concerning himſelf, approached, 
very. r the table . on which 
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the vellum-drawing lay, which had be- 
gan to colour, —* May | preſume ma- 
dam,“ faid he, © to n at your PRO: 
' mance ?” ” 
I made no anſwer, but, following him, 
took up the drawing and preſented it to 
him in the beſt manner I could. 
© He took it from me, with a genteel 
air, expreſſed no ſmall ſurprize and plea-. 
ſure at the ſight of a picture ſo judiciouſly 
and beautifully executed— (Iuſe his own 
words) and with a look full efadmiration, 
aſked me if I acquitted myſelf in every 
thing 1 undertook in ons ſame maſterly 
: 
1 bluſhed at his praiſes: I chobghe 
them too extravagant. J felt myſelf 
undeſerving of them, yet they gave me 
2 ſatisfaction which I never felt before: 
a ſatisfaction which I could not expreſs. 
Do you ſtill learn to paint, madam ?” 
« Idonotlearnat this time Sir,” replied 
« ], the 
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<« ]. the perſon who taught me left En- 
gland about a month ago, in order 
to reſide in Italy.“ 
He then took out his watch, ſhook 
his head, and with a figh, aſked me if 
I would permit him to wait on me ſome- 
times, to pay his grateful acknowledge- 
ments for the ſhelter I hadafforded him. 
l anſwered that I had never any viſi- 
tors unknown to my mother, and that 
as ſhe was not at home [ could fay no- 
thing to his requeſt. „ een 
„Only ſay,” replied he, with a ve- 
1 ry particular: expreſſion in his eyes and 
voice,“ that my ſeeing” you nowandthen, =} 
vill not be diſagreeable to yourſelf, and 
| I will be contented at preſent.” 
He took my hand while he ſpoke 
thoſe words, and by ſo doing threw 
me into a ſecond embarraſſment, but 
an embarraſiment much more pleaſing 
than 
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than the firſt was. For ſome moments 
I had no anſwer ready for him; during 
my heſitation he kept-his eyes fixed on 
me, and preſſed my hand to his boſom. 
To deliver myſelf, at length, from 
importunities which began ro make me 
very aukwardly uneaſy, 1 told him, that 
a8 had neverſeen him before, I was not 
able to return an anſwer to-his queſti- 
ON. It is almoſt impoſſible, Sir,” ad- 
; ded I, « for people, on ſo ſhort an ac- 
quaintance, to know whether they are 
_ agreeable to each other or not.” 
Lam forry,” ſaid he, with another 
figh, that I have not been fo fortunate 
as to make an impreſſion upon you, deep 
as that which you have made on me, 
vith your charming perſon, fine accom- 
pliſhments, and amiable manners : how- 
ever, if you will but ſay that you diſcern 
nothing in me to create diſguſt, I will 
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hope that, upon a-nearer acquaintance, 
my efforts to pleaſe: may be vt diſa- 
ęgreeable, at leaſt, 40 hf. dd 1 
He then, before I was aware of bis 
deſign, raiſed.” my hand to * * 

kiſſed it, 
As ſoon as he had tos FE 
ay fel with was to call bim back; my 


* heart, already too partial in his avout, 


accuſed me of a failure in point of ho- 
pitality i but the fear of being thought 
zagreeably to the innocent impulſes of 
my inclination. —I-ran to the Winder 
to ſee if thoſe: who had attempted to de- 
tain him had withdrawn themſelves, and 
felt as if 1 had diſcovered borh ill. nature 
and ill breeding by not having aſked 
him to ſtay: till 1 whs: fore nei 
were quite gone. 1-1: Hind 
The crowd was abe but] waited, 


* in 
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in vain, to ſee him who, I ſoon found, 
engroſſed my thoughts. I remained at 


the window till my eyes were fatigued 
with looking at the various objects in 
the ſtreet, and then called Sally, who 
gave me an opportunity tobe very inqui- 


ſitive, by telling me that the gentleman 
had eſcaped from one of the kitchin win- 
dows which opened into the court, as he 
believed that he ſhould, by ſo leaving 
the houſe, elude the ſearch of thoſe who 
might be watching for him. 


I was pleaſed to hear that he had ho 


ſo much care of himſelf, tho I was ſtill 
_ Uneaſy, becauſe I had not thought of de- 
taining him till he might get away fafe- 
ly, but upon my diſcloſing my ſenti- 
ments about this ſubject to Sally, ſhe 
told me, that I had more reaſon to be 


ſatisfied with his departure than diſcon- 


tented about it. Tis better as it is, 


Madam,“ 
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Madam,” added ſhe, . if my miſtreſs had 
come home ſhe might have been very 
angry, and we ſhall have the 8 
here again I'll lay my life. * 4 

I did not, I confeſs, thoroughly, com- 
prebend her meaning, bur I felt a ſe- 
cret pleaſure ariſing from what ſhe had 
uttered. | 
In this ſtate was I when my mother 
came home; rather loſt in rekections 

upon what had juſt paſſed. - = 

As ſoon as I could recover myſelf ; a 
little, I told my mother what had hap- | 
pened: I did not, indeed, acquaint her 
with every particular, I only informed 
her that a young gentleman ran into our 
' houſe to get out of the hands of fome 
ill- looking men in the ftreet.—l related 
the ſimple fact faithfully; I ſhould have 
related, with the ſame fidelity, every 
incident which had * during her 
ly abſence, 
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abſence.—Yet Ipreſently found that the 
intelligence I had imparted to her was 
not, in Ber opinion, of a trifling nature, 
by the number of her interrogations, 


hich. I anſwered as well as I could: I 


made no falſe diſcloſures, but I did not 


dwell minutely upon every circumſtance, 


as I do now for your amuſement, I 


was cautioug—tho? I hardly knew at 
that time why I was ſo- I ſcorned to im 


Poſe upon my mother, yet I thought i 


not at all neceſſary to load my narrative 


with the repetition of trivial San 
ſtances. 


The next day my tr ſcarce left me 


. 4 moment — ally, however 2 found an 


opportunity to flip. a letter into my 


band, unſeen by ber. I took it, but 
as I did not know her meaning. | aſked 
her what it was. 


« Akt- 


LADY WOODFORD. 2. 


« A letter,” replied ſhe, whiſpering ; 3 
read i it in a moment before my miſtreſt 


comes in from the garden.“ art 


Why this hurry ?” ſaid 1: © from 
whom did you receive it! * added 1. 
with an air of indifference. 3 
Irritated by that indifference, the 
cried, « Lord help me, how can you 
ſtand aſking ſo many queſtions, when 
there is no time to loſe? your mother 
will be in before you can get half way 
through it,” 
1 red it as s well," „ 3 F, 
« when ſhe is here, as when the is ab- 
ſent.” f 
But you miſt not.” 8 the 
peeviſhly : *-ſhe will be angry with you, 
and you will be ſorry, by and bye, to 
find that you have not t read | it of: 4:7 
nl 15 . 
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Thus urged,” I at laſt complied and 
opened my letter: it contained a decla- 
ration which was conveyed in very ele- 
gant, and very impaſſioned terms. ]. co- 
loured as I read on, and my heart flut- 
tered ; yet I was not a little pleaſed, to 
find myſelf. ſo tenderly addrefled by a 
man, whom I thought, tho' I had ſeen 
him but once, extremely agreeable, _ 
The artful Sally, more intelligent than 
I was, ſaw immediately the impreſſion 
which the letter had made on me, and 
preſſed me to anſwer it without delay : 
That is,“ added ſhe, as ſoon as my 
miſtreſs leaves you alone.” 9 

And why may I not anſwer it when 
my mother is with me, ſuppoling Il am 
to anſwer it atall ?” 

Lord bleſs me, Miſs,”cried he, 5 you 
are enough to make any body mad; why. 
you know, as well as I, that my miſtreſs 
will be angry with us all.” 

wo 
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61s would. be wrong _ to anſwer 
it, Sally.” ff 43 "2 
« Was everany chinglike y you | 2 1 ſhe, 
haſtily * there are a great many things 
which my miſtreſs does not approve of, 
and yet there is a9 bares in them—Peo- 
ple think differently.” W = 

„Fes: — Lou and — mother may 
think differently; but it ĩs better for my 
mother and me, perhaps, to think alike.” 

Sally now began to loſe all. patience, 
eſpecially as ſhe heard my mother co- 
ming. With looks fullof the greateſt diſ- 
content“ Well then Miſs, I beg, at 
leaſt, that you will not ſay any thing to 
my miſtreſs about the letter.“ r 

Here then, take the leiter, replied 
x holding it out to her.” 4 

Lou will be ſurprized, my dear friend, 
at my ſo eaſily parting with my letter, 

50 10 i 
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the lirſt of the kind I had ever received, 

and in every reſpect ſufficient to gratify 
my vanity : but not to make myſelf ap- 
pear in a falſe light, I mult honeſtly con- 
feſs, that I really did not know: in what 
manner to anfwer my lover's affectionate 
epiſtle, and that I really had a particular 
averſion to all kinds of deceit I there- 
fore gave it up, but I will fincerely own, 
that I more than once wiſhed for a ſight. 
of it again, ſo very inſinuating is flattery 
to a young mind. However, tho' I re 
ally longed to read all the fine things 
which were written about me, all the 
well · turned. compliments to my perſon, 
tomy manners, & e. &c. 1 had courage 
enough peremptorily ro-reſilt all Sally's 
perſuaſions ; and at laſt to tell her, that 
if the ſpoke anocher word upon the fub- 
ject; 1 would axquiite m mother! with 
ker impertiacnce. 


"RR 
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To make myſelf amends, in ſome 
meaſure, for this little ſacrifice, I indulged 
myfelf in ſtealing many looks in the 
_ glaſs, to ſee if my little perſon any way 
deſerved the fine encomiums which had 
been ſo liberally beſtowed upon it: and, 
to ſay truth, I not only went away ex- 
tremely well ſatisfied with it, but return- 
ed, ſeveral times, to it, to ſurvey my 
whole figure, becauſe I was partial 
enough to my own beauty, to believe 
that my lover had not in the leaſt flat- 
tered me. Emotions, ſimilar to thoſe 
which I then felt, agitate 'the boſom of 
every girl, I fancy, when ſhe firſt finds 
herſelf admired ; and you may aſk your 
own heart, Maria, if they are not natural. 

When ] had ſufficiently enjoyed the 
ſenſations ariſing from the ſurvey of my 
perſonal charms, I reflected upon my 
ingenuity in tracing and colouring thoſe 
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flowers which my admirer had ſo highly 
commended, and the remembrance of his 
commendations gave me ſo much de- 
light, that I wiſhed to hear them re- 
peated : I, therefore, told my mother, 
one day, that my drawing, when it was 
finiſhed, would appear, I thought, to 
advantage, hung up in the parlour. 

« Ay, Fanny,” replied ſhe, . when it is 
really finiſhed ; you draw and colour pret- 
ty well for the time you have learnt, but I 
intend to have you receive further in- 
ſtruction before you exhibit your perfor- 
mances, when 1 meet with a maſter to 
my mind.“ 

This | peech hint to be deliver” 
ed when Sally was preſent, from whom, 
I had not heard any more about my 
young gentleman, 

The next day my mother was called 
down to a perſon who came to offer 
his ſervice as a drawing · maſter.—In leſs 

than 
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than half an hour ſhe came and told 
me that ſhe had agreed with Mr. Ben- 
dyſh, who was to come the following 
morning at eleven. 

When I went to this new maſter, I 
vas ſtruck at the ſight of him; I was 
exceedingly ſurpriſed, for he ſtrongly 
| reſembled'1 in his features and ſtature, air 
and manner, the young gentleman who 
had taken refuge in our houſe z but then 
that fine hair which ſo gracefully ſhaded 
his face, was no longer to be ſeen; a large 
brown bob wig way; apparently, the on- 
ly covering to his head, and a ſlouching 
ill -· made great coat, hanging looſe about 
him, prevented me from diſtinguiſhing 
his ſnape; with an unruffled ſhirt, with 
a pair of dirty gloves, and with a ſuitable- 
neſs throughout his whole dreſs, his figure 
was deſtitute of all gentility, till, ho- 
ever there was a captivating ſomething 

* * about 
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about him which put me in mind of my 
admirer, and indeed the reſemblance was 
ſo glaring, that I could not help bluſh- 
ing when my eyes encountered his ; and 
I could not perſuade myſelf chat! had 
never ſeen him before. 

The moment he ſpoke, all my uncer- 
tainty about him was at an end; but 
my aſtoniſhment and my confuſion were 
increaſed ; I became, however, leſs and 
leſs embarraſſed in his company, as he 
converſed in a manner perfectly eaſy 
and engaging both with my mother and | 
with me: and the inſtructions which he 
gave me, intermixed with encomiums on 
my taſte and genius, ſoon rendered me 
as free from ſtiffneſs as he himſelf 
was, —Nothing tends more to give us 
that decent aſſurance ſo neceſſary in our 
commerce with the world, as ſelf-ſatiſ- 
faction; but that ſatisfaction can only 
be 


> 


LADY WO ODFORD. 29 


be well founded when it ariſes from the 
praiſes beſtowed upon us by people of 
judgment. | 
My mother, who ſeemed tobeas bighly 
pleaſed with Mr. Bendiſh as I was, decla- 
red, when he was gone, that ſhe had a 
very good opinion of his abilities; but 
added, that ſhe wondered why a man ſo 
capable of teaching to draw, ſhould chuſe 
to appear in ſo mean a dreſs. . I cannot 
ſuppoſe that he wants employment,” con- 
tinued ſhe, © he muſt therefore be eithet 
idle or extravagant: if he is idle he will 
never take the trouble to get money; 
and if he is extravagant, he will ſquander 
what he receives: he will, conſequen- 
tl, be needy, and needy people are al- 
ways dangerous in a honſe : we muſt, 
therefore, have-an eye upon him, while 
he comes hither; —His viſits, however; 
to this houſe. will not be frequent, as 
. you- 
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you will learn more under bis direction 
in a month, than with a man * quali- 
fied in his profeſſion in a year.” 

I could not help. inwardly agreeing 
with my mother moſt cordially, 1 own, 
tho' I gave my aſſent to what ſhe had ut- 
tered with an aukward fort of a ſmile z as 
aukwardly] told her that, with ſuch a maſ- 
ter, much might be learnt in a little time. 

Luckily for me tho' ſhe is, in general, 
very penetrating, ſhe did not comprehend 
the full meaning of my reply. 3 
As ſoon as Sally came into the room, ſhe 
darted a ſignificant glance at me.— When 
we were by ourſelves ſhe ſaid, There, 
Miſs, now I hope you will believe that 
Mr. Seymount — (that was the name 
which concluded his letter) is ſincerely 
in love with you, ſince he has diſguiſed 
himſelf on Purpoſe to get into the houſe, 
that he may ſee you, and ſpeak. to you.“ 

I took 
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I took the hint, and inſtantly replied, 
with as grave a face as I could put on, 
Pray Sally, how came you to fancy 
that Mr. Bendyſh is Mr. Seymount ? For 
my part, I confeſs, I never ſaw two peo- 
ple more different from each other.” 
«Ah! Miſs Fanny,” criedthegirl, “ you 
very well know, that the only difference 
between them lies in the appearance. 
1 ͤmade no anſwer; I had, already, 
ijearnt a little cunning : befides, I did not 
chuſe, outwardly, to join with the maid 
in impoſing upon my mother.—I knew 
that I had not invited Mr. Sey mount to 


come and ſee me, either in his own 


dreſs, or diſguiſed, and therefore was 
not accountable for the conſequences. — 
His Perſon and converſation, indeed, 
gave me ſo much pleaſure, that could 
not wiſh for the prohibition of his viſits; 
and, aslong as I felt that I was not charge- 
95 C 4 able 
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able with the introduction of him as adraw- 
ing · maſter, Ithought I might, innocently, 
enjoy the agreeable ſenſations ariſing 
from them with propriety ; and while I 
made no attempt to gratify the wiſhes of 
my heart indiſcretely, I firmly believed, 
that no inconveniences could reſult from 
the deception with regard to Mr. = 
mount's appearance, | 
Mr. Seymount hourly Improved: upon 
me as a companion, and I made;hourly | 
improvements under him as a maſter: 1 
applied myſelf ſo cloſely to my drawing 
and painting, that I could ſcarce fail 
of making a conſiderable progreſs in 
them. He alſo attempted to render 
me ſenſible of the tender paſſion My 
mother watched us both very narrowly, 
but ſhe did not, 1 fancy, entertain any 
ſuſpicions concerning my lover, ſo dex- 
N rerous was he in the management of his 
looks, 
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looks, and in the conveyance of his notes. 
Often did he ſteal the moſt ſignificant 
glances at me, and often, in a moment 
for which he had waited with the utmoſt 
impatience, preſſed my hand unperceived, 
or whiſpered ſomething ſoft in my ears 
or made ſome ſign which diſcovered 
what he wiſhed to- communicate to 
me. -I was by, no means a dull ſcholar 
im any ſhape, yet, in order to quicken 
my comprehenſion, he, on the ſecond day | 
of his coming, found an opportunity to 
flip. letter into my hand, in which he 
again informed me of the violence of 
his paſſion ; among. many tender and 
e poſiaes. in it, were the fol- 
lowing. ones, — Fou muſt ſurely be 
convinced of my ſincere attachment to 
you, as 1 have diſguiſed myſelf on 
purpoſe | to Sain admittance to yon. 

85 — My 
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My father is determined never to 
| conſent to my marrying any woman 


who has not a large fortune, but I ſo- 
lemnly declare, that I can feel tender 
ſentiments for you alone; and as I knew 
that your mother would not permit me 
to viſit you till I had it in my power 
to ſupport my pretenſions; as I was, 
alſo, u nable to live without you, 1 


pitched upon a method which promiſed 


ſucceſs, and I have, hitherto, luckily 
ſucceeded. I have only to wiſh that your 
ſenſations in my favour may be equal to 
mine in yours. Accept my beſt acknow- 


ledgement for not unmaſking me to your 


mother, and for encouraging my en- 
deavours to render 8 agreeable to 
you.” Y 
The other 8 were chiefly of the 


complimentary kind: but ſuch compli- 


* Maria—fufficicnt to turn the 


head, 
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head, if not touch the heart of a young: 
girl of my age, who was not void of ſenſi- 
bility.— However, not all his attentions 

and aſſiduities, too artfully calculated to 
gain upon the mind of a young perſon 
who had never been treated with ſuch: 
high adulation before, could make me 
ſo far forget myſelf, as to return any an- 
ſwer to his letter in writing; but I will 
honeſtly own that I, more than once, 
wiſhed diſcretion- would have warranted 
a written reply to it, as I thought he had, 
by condeſcending to diſguiſe himſelf 
merely for the ſake of ſeeing me, given 
a very ſtrong proof of his paſſion for me. 
y perſevering in my prudential re- 

ſolution, I made him, at length, really 
unhappy; he, certainly. appeared to be 
ſo, and the change in his countenance 
left me no toom to ſuppoſe that my eyes 


were miſtaken He locked exceedingly 
C 6. 3 
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dejected, ſighed frequently, and ſeemed 
to be actually in a very agitated ſtate.— 
The anxiety of his mind, ſtrongly viſible, 
was rendered ſtill leſs diſputable by the 
fretfulneſs and petulance which he often 
diſcovered in my company: the penſil 
and the colours frequently extorted pee- 
viſh expreſſions from him, and ſome- 
times ſuch expreſſions were directed to 


me, tho? I could perceive that he ſtrove 
to correct himſelf whenever he had too 
haſtily thrown them out I was not of- 
| fended at them myſelf, I looked upon 
| them as proofs of his ſincerity, but they 
| bad a different effect upon my mo- 

ther. While he was polite, and even gal- 
lant in his behaviour, ſhe appeared to 
be alarmed, and never left us together ; 
the moment he grew dejected and pee- 
viſh, ſhe was off her guard, and be- 
lieved that there was nothing to ap- 
prehend. 
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prehend. (How often are the moſt ſa- 
gacious people miſtaken, juſt when they 
are paying themſelves the higheſt com- 
pliments upon their penetration ?)— 
She went-about her family affairs, chere 
fore, without any ſupicions. 3 

One day, when we were by ourſelves, 
Mr. Seymount threw himſelf at my feet, 
and with all the ſigns of a real paſſion 
in his countenance, with all the elo- 
quence of a man truly enamoured, withall 
the impatience of a man eager to be drawn 
outof a ſtate ofthe moſt perplexing uncer- 
tainty, he intreated me only to ſay whether 
I thought it poſſible for me ever to think 
of him in the manner he wied. The 
language 1 in which he delivered his fen | 
.timents in my favour, the anxiety which 
diſturbed his fine features, his faultering 
voice, and the tremor through his whole 
frame, ſufficiently convinced me, that 
he loved me. 1 as not fo weak as to ſup- 


poſe 
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| Poſe that, after ſo ſhort an acquaintance, 
he could have a ſincere eſteem for me. 
However, his behaviour was ſo affec- 
ing, that I could not behold him with 
indifference. 

As I was naturally modeſt, and had ac- 
quired nice ideas about ien, * 
was ſilent. 

To oblige me to ſpeak; he ſeized both 
my hands, and preſſed them, alternate - 
ly, to his lips; I did not withdraw 
them, becauſe I did not think there was 
any harm in his holding them a little 
while, and becauſe I was not willing to 
deprive him of the ſatisfaction which he: 
ſeemingly enjoyed. 

In this ſituation. we remained ſome- 
time, how long we ſhould have remained 
in it, I cannot ſay, if my mother, quite 
unexpected, I am ſure by us both, had 
not entered the room. | | 

She ſtarted back a few paces, lifted 

| up 
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up her hands and eyes with n 
and coloured like ſcarlet. 


Sey mount roſe precipitately. 8 
It is very well, Sir,” ſaid ſne I did 
not, I own, expect this behaviour, but as 
I may thank you for letting me into your 
ſecret, I ſhall not divulge it,—I ſhall 
only tell you, that you come no more 
to this houſe. As tomy daughter, I ſhall, 
undoubtedly, make Her ſenſible of the 
impropriety of her conduct, oblige her to 
return to her duty, and | | 
Ah, Madam,” cried he, i interrupting 
her; hear me a moment—l1 dare be- 
lieve that you will pardon what is 
paſt.— But ſhould you think you have 
reaſon to be offended with me; let me 
prevail on you to exculpate Miſs Wanley, 
for ſhe has in no ſhape deſerved your 
anger or reſentment on my account. I 
loved . Madam, the firſt inſtant 
chance 
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chance threw me in her way: and you 


may eaſily ſuppoſe that it was impoſ- 
ſible for me not to love her more upon a 
nearer acquaintance. —But as I am ſo un- 
fortunately circumſtanced, at preſent, as 
not to be able to offer my hand—my fa- 
ther not having yet made me indepen- 
dent thought I might, with propriety, 
endeavour to ſecure her affections, eſpe⸗ 
cially, as I was, at the. ſame time, trying 
to ſecure a fortune worthy of her accep- 
tance. However, as I well knew that 
ſach a public avowal of. my paſſion, if 
it ſhould reach my father's ears (who 
thinks a woman with a ſmall for- 
tune no obje&t for me) would retard 
the allowance which I-wiſhed to obtain 
for her ſake alone, and as I dared not to 
expect the admiſſion of my viſits to Mifs 
Wanley, till they were authorized by 
my father's approbation, or till I became 
my 
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my own maſter 5beingalſo utterly unable 
to exiſt in a ſtate of ſuſpence with regard 
to Miſs Wanley's opinion, I availed my- 
ſelf of the firſt moment you left me a- 
lone with her, to plead my paſſion—T 
pleaded for a favourable anſwer, but 
you came in before any anfwer was re- 
turned: fo that I am ſtill upon the rack 
of uncertainty. Permit your amiable 
daughter, therefore Madam, to decide 
my fate in your preſence,? _ 

He then caſt the moſt 1 hy 
at me —Equally aſbamed, and intimida- 
ted, I ſtood with my eyes fixed upon the 
floor, without uttering a fingle ſyllable, 

My mother haſtily anſwered for me. 
I am willing} to believe, Sir, that my 
daughter has been, hitherto, diſcreet, and 
1 will do my utmoſt ehdeavour to keep 
her ſo, — Go, child, go up to your 

chamber 
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chamber eite, and ſtay til I ſend 
for you.” 

1 made a low curtſy, expreſlive of 
ieh to my mother, and another 
to Mr. Sey mount, with which I ſtrove 
to make grateful acknowledgments for 
all the fine things he had ſaid to me. 

Juſt as I turned to leave the room, he 
ſtopped me; laid his hand gently on 
mine, and with a look at my mother, 
the moſt ſignificant imaginable, cried, 
«Ah! Madam ! do not ſend her away 
till ſhe has declared whether ſhe can be- 
ſtow her affections upon me when it is in 
my power toſolicit chat bleſſing i in a pro- 
per manner.“ | 

When that day arrives, Sir,” replt- 
ed my mother, with a peremptory tone 
«© it will be time enough for you to 

ſpeak to her about her anſwer. —Leave 
. us 
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us direQtly”— continued ſhe, bas 
to ME, 

« Do not ſpeak tarthly to her,” faid 
Seymount, do not chide her on my ac- 
count: if there is any thing wrong in 
my being here, ſhe has, certainly, no ſhare 
in it: let her not, eee ſuffer a 
moment's uneaſineſs for ns. 


Go, girl—go—” cried my mother, 
ſtill more angrily. 

| Moretouched by my lover's pleadings 
for me, than by any part of his prece- 
ding carriage, I left the room, and left 
bim with the reluctance which I could 
neither conquer nor conceal, from my 
mother at leaſt. 
My mother, coming, ſoon afterwards 
into my apartment, found me in tears. 
And ſo you are weak enough, = ſaic 


| ſhe, „to cry for this man; a man who 
cannot feel the ſmalleſt regs! for * a 


man 


— 
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man who, like too many of his ſex, pur- 
ſues you only for your deſtruction; and 
you are not capable of ſeeing through 
his deſigns, or elſe are ſimple enough to 
be taken in by his ſmooth looks, and 
inſinuating ſpeeches.— This comes, child, 
from your ignorance; were you to ſee 
Seymount i in a right light, you would, 
I dare ſay, be cured of your fooliſh fan- 
cy for him: but come, wipe away your 
tears, and tell me every thing that has 
paſſed between you: by nothing, except 
a faithful relation of this lilly affair, can 
you atone for the encouragement you 
have given Mr. Seymount | without my 
approbation.” 


Indeed,“ replied I, bluſhing, 
have not encouraged him,” _ 

No d anſwered ſne— What! ad 
you not encourage him when you liſtened 
to him? With regard to our commerce 
with men, Fanny, there are but two 

| ways 
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ways of acting, a right and a wrong one. 
She who ſuffers a lover to make his ad- | 
dreſſes to her, gives him ſufficient en- 
couragement : but come; begin,” | 
' I "obeyed, and ſpoke the truth.— 
Having mentioned the receipt of two 
letters my mother . defired to 
ſee them. | | 


Trembling with ſhame, 1 = them 
from my pocket and gave them to her, 
trying, at the ſame time, to hide my 
tears, and todry them with ny e 
chief. 8 | wk 

When ſhe had peruſed them with at- 
tention, ſhe cooly put them into her 
pocket, and, looking earneſtly at me, 
faid, And ſo you cry, child, becauſe I 


have prevented a man from impoſing on 
you, inſtead of thanking me for my care 
of you ? you actually _— at my — 
you from ruin 2? - - 

By this time Lhad ined alittle courage. 


3 As 
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* As Mr. Sey mount, Madam, behaved 
to me in the moſt obliging manner, I 
could not help "AY ſorry to ſee 1 
roughly treated.“ 

cc Roughly, do you call i it, Miſs ? Did 
I, by deſiring a man whoſe company 
is, by no means, proper for you, to come 
no more tothe houſe, treat him roughly? 
But you are a ſimpleton, and don't 
know any better yet.—What you call an 
obliging manner is only flattery: all 
men entertain young women with flat- 
tering language; it coſts them nothing: 
it frequently, however, makes too deep 
an impreſſion upon weak minds, as it 
ſoothes our vanity and ſelf. love, two 
paſſions ever eager to be gratified. We are 
naturally inclined to like thoſe who ſeem 
to feel an inclination for us, and 
es not ſuch a propenſity in us lauda- 
ble ?” ſaid I, nterruptinng! her with a 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit of which I did not think myſelf 


capable Whom ſhould we Jove but 


thoſe who love us? 
My mother ſtared at me.—I was not 
a little ſurprized at myſelf, but I felt a 
kind of eſteem for Mr. Seymount riſing 
from gratitude, for his conſideration on 
my account, and under the impulſe of 
that emotion was, perhaps, unbecoming· 
ly bold in my behaviour, yet I thought, 
at the ſame time, that I barely did Mr. 
Seymount juſtice by my ſpirited carriage. 
My mother foon replied in a tone and 
manner which ſilenced me “ Parents 
and guardians are,” ſaid ſhe, © the only 
perſons to be firſt conſulted upon theſe 
_ occaſions. It cannot be properly ſaid, 
that Mr. Seymount has made any pro- 
poſal to me on your account, becauſe he 
is dependent on his father, and becauſe 
s father will not render him otherwiſe, 
unleſs 


unleſs he conſents to marry a women 
with a large fortune.—Think no more 
of him, therefore ; he ought never to 
be thought on by you for many reaſons : 
beſides, ſuppoſing him to be a proper 
perſon for you, can you imagine that 
ſuch forwardneſs will not diſguſt him? 
The way to win men 1s to keep them in 
purſuit ; the pleaſure of the FO] is at 
an end when the game is tab TOR 
This laſt obſervation of 1 my ha 
hurt me more than any thing ſhe had ſaid. 
I was ſo much pained to be tho indi- 
rectly, charged with having diſcovered 
too great a fondneſs for a man almoſt a 
ſtranger to me, that I abſolutely ſhrunk 
within myſelf ; and retired, covered with 
| confuſion, determining, whatever it coſt 
me, to give no farther encouragement 
to Mr. Sey mount, ſhould he ſolicit ne 
ever ſo much. On ſecond thou ghts, how- 
ER Ever, 
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ever, I concluded that if he was really 
the man my mother had deſcribed, he 
would naturally avoid me as a girl un- 
worthy of his attention. This reflection 
drew a flood of tears from my eyes. —Yet 
] wept more for the imputation of inde- 
licacy, than for the abſence of my lover. 
My mother's ſatirical inuendo, with re- 
gard to my forwardneſs, made me ex- 
tremely miſerable, and I reſolved to be- 
have with the greateſt reſerve when 
any men fell in my way. I forgot to tell 
you that, upon my mother's enquiring 
how I came by the letters for I had 
never been accuſtomed to diſguiſe 

the truth—ſhe ſuſpected Sally : Sally 
was therefore inſtantly diſcharged, and 
another maid ſupplied her place. —TI was 
ſorry to be under a neceſſity of making 
Sally ſuſpected, but Ialways abhorred de- 
ceit, and could not think of joining with 

her in impoſing upon my mother. | 
.:; Vet L =” A few 


50 "MEMOIRS OF 

A few days after we were ſettled again, 
my mother ordered me-to-dreſs myſelf to 
go out, and, having ſent for a coach, 
bade the man drive to Kenſington-Gar- 
dens. The pleaſantneſs of the evening, 
and the different ſets of company ſcattered 
up and down the walks, afforded me 
great entertainment, but I thought too 
much of Mr. Sey mount, not to wiſh that 
he had been by my ſide, and hot to ſigh 
for his appearance. More than -onct 
was I in hopes of meeting him en paſſant, 
but when I found myſelf difappointed—- 
(tho' 1 had not any reaſon to expect the 
fight of him) I became dejected, and 
made very ſhort anſwers N ene _ 
my mother ſaid to me. | 
At laſt we met with an old gentleman 
vvham I had never feen before. My mu- 
chor called him Sir TRheras. He accoſted 
us with a great deal of pollteneſs, and 
 furveyed me from head to foot wich an 
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attention, which would have conſidera- 
bly diſguſted me, had I not been think- 

ing about quite a different nan. 
When the Baronet had finiſhed his ex- 
amination of my perſon, and taken off 
his eyes, my curioſity led me to take a 
view of bis. He was vary tall, and gen- 
teelly made, but ſtooped a little from 
his age; his features were all elegant, 
and I dare fay his complexion had been 
naturally a fine one, but it appeared, at 
that time, the complexion of art— His 
face was ſmooth, but diſagreeably ſo, 
and the gloſs upon it evidently reſulted 
from a coſmetick waſh, His teeth were, 
apparently, falſe ones, and they did not, in 
my opinion, make him look younger. 
This antiquated, - patched-up figure, 
however, ſoon attached himſelf tome, | 
ſtrove, by numberleſs civilities and aſſi- 
duities to pleaſe me but in vain did he 
attempt to give me pleaſure. How of- 
D 2 fenſive 
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fenſive are the efforts of the old, to mine 0 
in parts in which the young only play 


Vith any propriet ? 441 
We walked till I was quite weary of my 
- venerable admirer, and not at all ſatisfied 


Da OIET Uo, a 27" 4, * 


with the behaviour of my mother: they 
would have been both glad, moſt proba- 
bly, to have ſeated themſelves, ſo tired 
were they not of each other's company, 
but of the exerciſe. 
Sir Thomas, perceiving, by our looks, 
that we wiſhed to ſit down, aſked my 
mother if he ſhould order his. coach to 
come up to the garden- gate. TY 
On her aſſenting to his propoſal, he 
handed us in, and bade the coachman 
to drive home. 2 
We ſtopped i in REIN 5 
As I knew nothing of the deſign con- 
certed between Sir Thomas and my mo- 
ther, I was ſurprized at our entrance 
into a magnificent houſe. The lofty 
ſtair- 
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Aair-caſe, the ſuite of rooms, pictures, 


glaſſes, girandoles, vaſes, carpets; in 
ſhort, every object I ſaw attracted my at- 
tention.— Let, as I found myſelf ex- 
tremely unwilling to be pleaſed with 
the Baronet, or with any thing belonging 
to him, I was inclined to repreſs my 
aſtoniſhment, or my ſatisfaction Hie was 
plainly upon the watch for both, and 


looked at me as if he wiſhed to read 


them in my countenance. Early in life 
I ſcorned deceit, but I thought it very 


allowable, almoſt meritorious, 'to con- 


ceal ſenſations from Sir Thomas, which, 


Pleaſure than he was worthy of enjoying. 


—He did not appear to be an object de- | 


ſerving of my eſteem, moſt certainly he 


had no attractions to excite my love. 
However, a lover he endeavoured to be, 
and omitted nothing to induce me to 
D 3 Fon Y look 
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| boo upon him in a favourable light. All 


his little tenderneſſes only ſerved to ren- 
der him doubly ridiculous in my 
eyes; and as he was really a man wholly 
diſagreeable to me, I chagrined him not 
a little (his chagrin was ſufficiently ob- 
ſervable) by the coolneſs, and by the in- 
difference with which I behaved to him. 

When we had ſupped in the moſt ele» 
gant taſte, my mother and I get again in- 


to the old gentleman's * * * 
turned home. 


While we were going hats my mo- 
ther aſked me, if Idid not think Sir Tho- 
mas Combes a very that aig 
a very agreeable man. 

„ I allow him to be a very Ge 
gentleman,” replied I, according to 
the notions which many people have of 
that character, but I cannot n bim 


to be an agreeable man.“ 


0 You cannot eon my word yok 
Tf are 
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are exceſſively nice, Miſs, and. mighty 
particular in yopr opinion, for Sir Tho- 
mas is generally thought to be one of 
the moſt agreeable men in the world. * 
I coloured at this repreof; : and was the | 
more yneaſy, becauſs I imagined that 
ſomething would happen, from the Ken- 
lington interview, to give me no ſmall 
N ; | 
I retired. 50 bad 8s b AS I could, 
1 in a very reſtleſs ſituation. A thous 
(and diſturbing refleftions followed each 
other rapidly in my mind During the 
greateſt part of che night I was hindered, 
by thoſe refieftions, from ſleeping. 
Towards Morning, I fell into a pleaſing 
dumber, and did not wake from it tillthe 
maid came to tell me, that Sir Thomas 
was below., * that * e break 

faſt for me. * 7 
I roſe aa out of 3 "Ik 
* | hed been able to rouze my 
04 4 ſpirits, 
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4 look upon him in afavourable light. All 


his little tenderneſſes only ſerved to ren- 
der him doubly ridiculous 'in my 
eyes; and as he was really a man wholly 
diſagreeable to me; I chagrined him not 
a little (his chagrin was ſufficiently ob- 
ſervable) by the coolneſs, and by the 1 in- 
difference with which I behaved to him. 

When we had ſupped in the moſt ele» 
gant taſte, my mother and I got again in- 
to the old gentleman's coach, Lang re» 
turned home. 

| While we were going hats my mo- 
ther aſked me, if Idid not think Sir Tho». 
mas Combes a very fine nn — 
a very agreeable man. 

„ IT allow him to be a U Gae 
gentleman,” replied I. according to 
the notions which many people have of 
that character, but I cannot _ him 


to be an agreeable man.“ 


Lou cannot? - upon my od you 
F are 
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ue exceſſively.nice, Miſe, and. mighty 
particular in yout opinion, for Sir Tho- 
mas is generally thought to be one of 
the moſt agreeable men in the world. ' 
I coloured at this reproof; and was the 
more yneaſy, becauſe I imagined that 
ſomething would happen, from the Ken- 
ſington interview, to givs me no ſmall 
diſqujetude, a | 
I retired 80 bad a8 e AS Lepuld, 
but in a very reftleſ fityation.»=A.thou« 
(and diſturbing refleftions followed each 
other rapidly in my mind During the 
greateſt part of the night I was hindered, 
by thoſe refleftions, from ſleeping. 
Towards Morning, I fell into a pleaſing 
Adumber, and did not wake from it tillthe 
maid came to tell me, that Sir Thomas 
Was AAA OO ways break - 
faſt for me. 0 
I roſe ee out * ee . 
Before I hed been able to rouze my 
D + ſpixrits, 
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ſpirits, my mother hurried into my 
room, wondering how I could lay in bed 
ſo long, and bade me make haſte, and 
take care to dreſs myſelf to the beſt ad- 
vantage. She ordered me, at the ſame 
time, what gown to put on; it was the 
beſt 1 had, and I felt inexpreſſible uneaſi- 
neſs upon the occaſion, becauſe I conjec- 
' tured from her being ſo ready to let 
me appear dreſſed before breakfaſt, that 
he had no deſign herſelf to make an ad- 
dition to my wardrobe However, tho 
I dared not abſolutely to diſobey her, I 
was ſo much pained at the thoughts of 
making a parading appearance ſo early 
in the day, that 1 ventured to try if 1 
could prevail on her to let me come 
down in one of my common gowns': 
but to no purpoſe. My oppoſition, the 
gentleſt to be conceived, only ſerved to 
give force to the ſtorm of anger gather- 
ing againſt me. I therefore complied : 

1:4 | but 
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but I made them wait a conſiderable 
time.—I would not, on any account, 
have been ſo dilatory, had my mother 
been alone, but every kind of delay 
which Rapt « me from Sir Thomas, gave 
me pleaſure. | 

At laſt, after having received a very 
preſſing meſſage from my mother, I en- 
tered the parlour, , 

The old gentleman aroſe up in an 
ecſtatic manner to receive me, but was 
not a little checked, in the midſt of his 
raptures, by the ſolemnity of my face, 
and the very reſpectful curtſey which I 
made him—(ſuch a curtſey as I ſhould 
naturally have made my great grandfa- 
ther, had I known him) ſomewhat diſ- 
concerted him.—However, he accoſted 
me with a lively familiarity. _ 
Drawing back on a ſudden, I beheld 
my old lover in a very ridiculous light. 
—He ſtarted, and Aua capered with 
IG. ſurprize : 


* 
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e but his looks were by no 


means ſo briſk as his feet. 


« What's the matter with the girl this 
morning?“ cried my mother, with a 
frown, come {it down; you hinder Sir 


Thomas from taking his breakfaſt.” 


I replied, that I would on no account 
diſturb the gentleman, and walked, 
moſt maliciouſly, to the other fide of the 
breakfaſt table, tho he placed achaircloſe 
by his on for me. I was not indeed much 
better off by the removal of myſelf. Iavoid- 
ed his touch indeed, which was extremely 
odius to me, but by fixing his monſtrous 
large eyes on me the whole time I fat 
oppoſite to him, he put me every mo- 
ment out of countenance: and his ide - 


neither look up, nor enjoy the leaſt ſa - 
17 i e 


— 
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groſsly aff.ontedby him. Whata love- - 
ly profile is there] what a fine riſing ho- 
ſom !—how dehicieus tne moiſture of 
thoſe ruby lips! what a charming lan- 
' guiſhiong down caſt of her eye?” Sueh was 
his language, but bis looks were, be- 
yond expreſſion, diſguſting, and would 
not bear the interpretation which, igno- 
rant as 1 my * not TY pang 
Soon after breakfaſt, my mother. roſe 
to leave the room. 1 fotlowed her, 
trembling, left I ſhould be ſtopped.— 
My fears were not groundleſa. Sir 
Thomas caught my band, and my mo- 
cher, in a commanding e eg "om 
"= you are.. 

] coloured, hung ani} ws 
was conducted back to my chair by che 
Baronet, who, ꝓerceiving chat thaſe wia- 

lent freedoms r oral than al- 
| "_ 'D 6 . lued 
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lured me, aſſumed a more decent, 2 | 


proper carriage. He entered into eonver- 
ſation with me, and indeed, if I had heard 
what he ſaid to me in other accents, and un- 


accompanied with amorous twinklings, 


I ſhould have pronounced him to be an 
entertaining man. | 

In about half an hour my mother re- 
turned, and told me that I might go to 
1 W ride her with Fer 
ſure. 1 

Juſt when I was aa * wich my 
pencil in my hand, 1 recollected that a 
little flower- piece, which hung in the 
back parlour, wanted a few touches. 
As ſoonas I entered the room: ſoftly, 
fearful of being dragged back again to 
my venerable admirer, if diſcovered— I 
heard Sir Thomas ſay « Marry her madam? 
you cannot expect me to marry a girl 


whom e knows, of no family, no 5 


fortune? — that will never do—No—l 
think 
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think a H] down, with five hundred 
a year, is a very good offer, and if you 
do not like it, why you are at liberty to 
make a better bargain where you can: 
but! proteſt I do not know the man who 
will give you half a crown more: a 
thouſand pound is a great deal of mo- 
ney, Mis. Wanley.” | | 
„Why ſure, Sir Thomas, you would 
not have me ſell my child?“ 1 05 
As to that, Madam, you know beſt 
your own affairs; for my part, I have not 
been uſed to treat in the mercantile man- 
ner, I don't underſtand trade: I think 
your daugher a d—d fine girl: you on- 
ly ſay a few civil things of me to her, 
and I preſent this bank note to you as a 
douceur; that's all, my dear madam; 
there i is nothing mere in it, "_ my 
honour.” 50 
Lou may imagine, my "lai FRO 
| how 
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dialogue I ftood quite eee 
almoſt petrified, rooted to the floor. 
My mother he ſitated to make « reply 
to Sir Thomas's laft ſpeech. — 
As ſoon as 1 had recovered myſelf a 
a little, I could not help pouring out 
my grateful thanks to Providence, for 
having thrown me into the way of being 
acquainted with the cruel, unnatural, 
abominable defign forming againſt me. 
—[t was not inthe leaft furprizing, that 
a man of Sir Thomas's principles, ſhould 
endeavour to ſeduce the girl who had 
ſtruck his eye; bur that a mother 
ſhould ſeem willing to part with her child 
Upon diſhonourable terms, prompted 
by lucrative motives—Aftoniſhing !/ 2 
Yer ſuch a mother was mine: She he- 
ſitated for ſome moments, but at laſt 
ren wirh che offered terms. — The 
old 
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old dotard took an infinite deal of 
pains to make her look upon the  agree- 
ment between them in a fair light. 

1 cannot deſcribe the ſenſations I felt, 


when 1 heard the time appointed for the 


delivery of me up to infamy, which was 
to be when Sir Thomas had got the ab- 
ſtract of a ſettlement of five hundred 
a year during my life, ready to be ſigned. 
Nothing could equaf the horror 
which ſeized me, when I heard the con- 
cluſion of ſo ſcandalous a bargain,—- 
However, 1 had ſomething elſe to do 
than to indulge reflections, which might 
have rendered me incapable of faving 

myſelf from the threatened deſtruction. 
As ſoon as I recovered a little from 
my amazement, I burſt into a flood of 
tears. When T had wiped them away, 
fearing I ſhould make a difcovery, 1 
returned to my chamber, to conſider of 
| | the 
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the moſt proper ſteps to take toextricate 
myſelf out of ſo dangerous a ſituation.— 
The more I ruminated upon my ineligi- 
ble condition, the more was I at a loſs 
-how to ack. My mother had always liv- 
edin a retired way : that is, we did not 
ſee much company: and among thoſe 
who came to the houſe, the ſuffered me 
to contract no intimacies; to whom, 
therefore, could 1 apply ? Surely not 
to a ſtranger ! Beſides, young and un- 
experienced as I was, I had, already at 
an early age, ſeen that there was hard- 
ly any confidence to be placed, in men: 
I will honeſtly own, however, that I ſeve- 
ral times thought of Seymount; I had 
indeed, affected to diſbelieve all my 
mother's inſinuations agaiaſt him; yet 
1 more than once, fancied that her ſuſpi- 
cions might be well grounded, but his 
: flattering carriage to me, added to his 
amiable 
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amiable manners, and agreeable perſon, 
made a little impreſſion upon me, tho? 
it could not be ſaid that I was actually 
in love with him: — that impreſſion was, 
undoubtedly, ſtrengthened by the contraſt 
between him and my antiquated lover, 
not only in their age, and external ap- 
pearance, but in their principles. Sir 
Thomas had poſitively declared that he 
would not marry me ; Mr. Seymount 
had aſſured my mother that it was his 
deſign to make me his wife, However, 
as[ had neither heard of him, nor ſeen 
him, from the time he made that de- 
claration, I had ſome inducement to be⸗ 
lieve that be might be as unwilling to 
marry as the Baronet was: but ſup- 
poſing Seymount to have been ready 
to take me under his protection, 
ou” 1 not have added madly, by 

| rruſt- 
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truſting to him? — What meaſures 
to take, therefore, 4 could not tell— 
There was no hoping to move my mo- 
ther. A woman who had liſtened to A 
propoſal for the proſtitution of her 
daughter, would have deen, moſt probar 
bly, deaf to all that daugbter's intrea- 
ties. 3 8 WH 
I Gat ruminatiog upon the difficult 
part I had to perform, till I was almoſt 
wild: while 1 was ſo engaged, my mo- 
ther came vp ſtairs from Sir Thomas. 
| Burſting into my room, ſne cried, 
« Hey, child, what is the matter ?—> 
what are you crying your eyes out for 2 


1 actually bluſhed at her aſſurance: 
1 was hurt to ſee her fochearfut, after ha- 


ving been guilty of an action which 
ought to have filled her with the moſt 

cutting remorſe. 
1 8 no reply at firſt; I was indeed 
Na 
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kept filent both by grief and indignation. 

The repetition of her queſtions, with 
another more galling one added to 
them, rouſed me. 


« Are you vhimpering after Wy: 
mount ?” 

I then had ſpirit enough to ſay 1 
have not been weeping upon his account, 
madam ; but I believe 1 Hall: ben 
prefer him to Sir Thomas.“ 
FVJou think you ſhall ®- 1 my 
mother, with a kind of ſneer * bur 
really, Fanny, if you will take my ad- 
vice, you had better not give him the 
preference, for the diſcovery of it may 
occaſion you more trouble than you are 


at preſent aware of: and you will ſoon. 


find it more prudent to forget Mr. Sey- 


meunt, and to employ your whole time 


in ſtudying to pleafe Sir Thomas.“ 
My "nl were fealed—1 plainly per- 
ceived 


- 


68 MEMOIRS OF 
ceived that I ſhould only talk to no 
purpole by opening them, and there- 
fore dried up my tears as well as I could. 
— My mother, as I continued ſilent, 
ſoon leſt me. 

The moment ſhe was gone out of my 
room, I faſtened the door, and throw- 
ing myſelf on my knees, humbly and 
ardently beſought the Almighty, the 
guardian of the innocent, to deliver me 
from the diſtreſsful ſituation to which I 
was deſtined by a mercenary mother; a 
ſituation, from which no human being, 
I thought, could ſave me. 

By addreſſing myſelf to the protector 
of the orphan—I felt myſelf an orphan 
in the moſt melancholy ſenſe of the word, 
as my father had been long dead, and 
as my mother had ceaſed to be a parent 
— calmed my diſturbed mind a little: 
but the more I reflected upon my mo- 

ther's 
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| ther's behaviour, the more was Iſhocked 
at it, and the leſs able to account for it. 
Had], inany ſhape, injured her, ſhe might 
have been provoked tobe my enemy; ſhe 
would have had ſome plea for her car- | 
riage, if I had been an undutiful or a vici- 
ous daughter; ſhe would have been na- 
turally enough induced to get rid of ſuch 
a daughter, tho' ſhe could not have 
made a rational excuſe for diſpoſing of 
her in a ſhameful manner—My condition 
was the more pitiable, and the more dif- 


treſſing, as I knew not to whom to apply 
for aſſiſtance. 


After much conſideration, J at laſt 
determined to try to move Sir Thomas 
himſelf in my favour : but on ſecond 
thoughts I altered my reſolution : ima- 
gining that a man who could bring him- 
ſelf to give a thouſand pounds for the gra- 
tification of a lawleſs paſſion would not 
pay much attention to any thing I could 


ſay 
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ſay in oppoſition to it, and that I could 
not ſafely truſt myſelf in his power.— 
I was doubly convinced of the impro- 
priety of ſuch a ſtep very ſoon afterwards. 
Sir Thomas made a ſecond viſit the 
next day, My mother left me a con- 
ſiderable time with him, tho' I had 
made a great many objections to ſuch a 
proceeding. He then took liberties 
which were very offenſive, and even ter- 
rify ing; however, they infuſed ſpirit 
enough in me, to tell him that they 
ſhould never be repeated, tho' my life 
depended upon my refuſal, Fo 
He actually ſtared to hear me talk to 
him in an eager and angry tone about 
his behaviour, and endeavoured to pa- 
eify me, to ſoften. me to his infamous 
purpoſe, by calling me lit tle, trem- 
bling fool, and pretty bluſhingcharmer,” 
and ſuch ſtuff; but I fle from him.—1 
Was 
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was roundly reptimianded, indeed, 4 
my mother, who, taking me by the 
hand, attempted to lead me down to 
him again yet T kung back with all the 
ſtrength in my power, and N L 
would fee him no more. 
At this ptoteſtation of mine, my mo- 
ther ſeemed to be very much alarmed: 
after having called me a ridiculous chit, 
ſhe went down ſtairs by herſelf. 4 
I Clipped ſoftly after her into the back 
parlour, and overheard her tell Sir Tho- 
mas that he had been too violent, and 
that he muſt ſtay till he got me quite in 
his own power before he proceeded to 
ſuch lengths. “Indeed, Sir Thomas,” 
added ſhe, I cannot have any diſturbance 
in ny houſe, nor give encouragement 
to any ſuſpicions - WM hat do you imagine 
the neighbours will think ? No, no, 
pray be quiet till the girl is under your 
own 
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own care; you may then, ſafely, do 
what you pleaſe with her.” 


They then proceeded to lay 1 the ths 


for my being delivered up. To prevent 


a refractory carriage on my part, and 
to occaſion no injurious conjectures 


among the neighbours, my mother 
and I were to go lixty miles out of town 
in a hired poſt chaiſe : we were to diſ- 


charge that, and hire another to carry us 


ten miles acroſs the country, to a houſe 


belonging to Sir Thomas, the houſe 
deſtined for my ruin.— J had, therefore, 


no time to loſe. 


Not ae whom to truſt, or TY 
ther to go, I, the next morning, put 
ſome of my beſt and ſmalleſt linen into 
my pocket, and making up ſome of the 


reſt of my cloaths in as a large a bun- 


dle as I could carry, took the firſt op- 


| portunity my mother gave me, by her 


. abſence 


LADY WOODFORD. 73 
abſence” from home, to find ſome em- 
ployment for the maid, and while ſhe 
was too much employed to obſerve me, 
walked-into the ſtreet. 

Into the ſtreet I walked, but in ſuch 
agitation, that I could ſcarce ſet one foot 
before the other—How: to diſpoſe of 
myſelf I was utterly at a loſs—T could 
not live upon air; I could not ſleep 
expoſed to the elements. It was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for me to think of 
ſomebody who might be willing either 
to take me in, or to put me in a way of 
getting a temporary aſylum. I could 
not apply to a ſtranger, and I was afraid 
of venturing myſelf in the hands of my 
mother's biene leſt they: ſhook] be- 

tray me. "PEN 

With theſe reflection oli in my 
mind, I walked. on: yet they did not 
prevent my attention to the buſineſs of 
the moment. Not having been much ac- 


Vor. I. E. cuſtomed 
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cuſtomed to walk by myſelf, I was not | 


i a little embarraſſed and fluttered by the 


obſervations which were madeupon me.— 
I was not over dreſſed, indeed, but I 
made ſo genteel an appearance, that the 


bundle which I carried ſeemed to be an 


unſuitable part of it.—The men ſaid ci- 
vil things to me as they paſſed : The wo- 
men drew up their heads with contemp- 
tuous ſneers, looking very diſdainfully 


both at me and my bundle. Galled by 


ſo ungenerous a behaviour in my own 
ſex, and apprehenſive that the other 
would take unbecoming liberties with 
me, I redoubled my ſteps, in order 
to get out of the reach of both, tho? I 


had no particular point of wrongs 
in view, 


While I was hurrying eng f met an 


elderly gentlewoman whom I had ſeen 


TM at | 
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at my mother's, but who was not "vey 
intimate with her. + £14; 

She ſtopped me, 8 and 8 


me, whither I was going with my bums: 
dle. 


That queſtion rouſed me, and ak 
me ſtill more ſenſible of my forlorn, and 
helpleſs condition. 1 

I looked up, and burſt into tears. 

What makes you 1 W 25 re- 
plied ſhe. by 

« O madam,” e J. fobbiag, 


let me go home with you, and : vil 
tell you all.“ 


could not utter any more words. 

She appeared aſtoniſhed, and looked 
* cool at me; but tho' my delicacy 
was great, my Jiftreſs was greater: be- 
ſides, I had no time to be ceremonious 
1 trembled leſt I ſhould” be ' dragged 
9 8 to my mother, or to Sir Thomas, | 


* 2 1 


and preſſed the old gentlewoman to 
make haſte; but as ſhe was neither of an 
age, nor of a diſpaſition to pay any re- 
gard to my precipitation, ſue erept along 
in her uſual ſnail- pace, while I walked: 
ſometimes before, in hopes of anima- 
ting her to follow me, and ſometimes 
even with her, that I might prevail 
on her to quicken her motion. But to 
very little purpoſe. were all my 1 1 
lating endeavours. 

We, at laſt, arrived at her houſe.— 
1 then, told her my ſtory in the beſt man- 
ner 1 could ; ; tho* you may be ſure 1 
was very loth to expoſe my mother. 
Mrs. Burdet, indeed, ſaved me the pain 
1 muſt. have felt. by ſuch an expoſure, 
for ſhe -plajnly informed me, that ſhe 
believed I had accuſed my mother 
Halfely, . on purpoſe to execute ſome 
23 my own, and that ſhe, would 


either 


1 
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either acquaint my mother wich my de- 
ſign, or not trouble herſelf about me. 
I[then defired her to let the affair 
e quite alone; and taking up my bundle, 
which 1 had laid down, haſtened to- 
wards the door, tho“ my tears flowed 
ſo faſt that I could hardly Tee my way. 
—She called me back, bade me fit 
down, and then aſked me Ew inten- 
ded to do. 
I really cannot tell how to act, 
madam,” faid I, . and you will double my 
gratitude, by giving me your advice, as 
well as affording me your protection.“ 

* am not able to protect you, child 
Hand as to my advice, I think the beſt 
thing you can do, is to go home, and 
make it up with your mother!“ 
I told her that my mother and 1 had 
not fallen out, as 1 had been afraid © 
let her know I had overheard what had 

E 3 paſt, 
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paſt, leſt ſhe ſhould have carried me- to 
Sir Thomas immediately, out of whole 
hands I could not have hope to eſcape. 
As to that,” replied Mrs. Burdet, 
« if he marries you, you ought not to de- 
fire to leave him: and I cannot ſuppoſe 
your - mother capable of ſurrendering 
you to him upon any other terms: but 
you do not, perhaps, like a man ſo ma · 
ny years older than yourſelf; and, pro- 
bably, want to run after ſome other 
man who is more to your taſte, 
l aſſured her that ſhe was miſtaken. 
However, madam,” added I, & tho? my 
mother has not acted like a parent upon 
this occaſion, ſhe brought me up to ab- 
hor lying and deceit, and I will, there- 
fore, freely own that I ſhould not be 
happy with Sir Thomas for my huſband , 
as freely confeſs that he never had any. 
deſign to marry me, and can truly de- 
| 1 | clare 
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clare that I have no connection, not even 
an acquaintance, with any other man.“ 

My repeated aſſurances, and my tears 
together, pleaded ſtrongly for me at 
laſt. —Yet Mrs. Burdet over and over 
declared that ſhe could nor tell how to 
believe what I had ſaid concerning my 
mother. You certainly have miſinter- 

preted what you overheard : your anti- 
pathy to Sir Thomas made you fancy 
taings which were never intended: your 
mother could only mean to inſiſt upon 
your being married to him, and will not 
ſurely part with you but upon the __ 
honourable conſiderations.” 

I told her, that I was very ceftain 1 
had not been miſtaken with regard to the 
thouſand pounds which Sir Thomas 
was to pay to my mother on her car- 
rying me to him, with the adele 
was to make on me. 


0 Wa: Mrs. 
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Mrs. Burdet heard me out, ſurveyed 
me attentively, and then ſaid, And 
Pray, child, what do you purpoſe to do? 
cannot keep you if I was ever ſo wil- 
ling to take you into my houſe : nobody, 


indeed, has a right to detain a child 


from her mother while ſhe is under age.” 
] ſhould be very ready, madam,” 
replied * 75 to return to my mother, 
could ] be ſure that ſhe would not deſirę 
me to ſacriſice mykclf in the manner I 
have mentioned, but at the ſame time 1 
muſt frankly o#n, that after what I have 
ſeen and heard, I cannot bring myſelf to 
go home again—l will go to any other 
place : 1 will work for my ſubſiſtence.” 
„What work can ſuch a little delicate 


thing as you do ?” anſwered ſhe. 


I can wait upon a lady: I can paint 


fans ; I can ſoon learn ſomething in the 


millinary way.” rot aca 
« To 
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« To wait upon a lady, or to be a 
milliner's girl, is to be in a hazardous 
ſituation, faid ſhe, © and you cannot, . 
imagine, paint well enough to make your 
performances turn to account.“ 
then opened my bundle, and ſhewed 
her ſpecimens which J had packed up, 
as I intended to amuſe myſelf with my 
pencil, if ever I had an opportunity. 
The old gentlewoman looked at them, 
but ſcemed to have no reliſh for them ; 
and in a few moments, anfivered; © It js 
not in my power to aſſiſt you—you muſt, 
therefore, go home to your mother? 
This reply was like a ſentence of death 
to mie : ſhe could not have uttered a 
more cutting ſpeech to me.—Riling, 
with my eyes bathed in tears, I fell. on 
my knees, and beſought her, if ever ſhe 
wiſhed to be happy herſelf, to ſave me 
from ruin, — — Let me remain with you, 
= Madam,” 
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Madam,” added I, «only till I can get 2 
place that will ſuit me: I fhall not be in 
the leaſt expenſive to you—l will work 
for you: Providence will enable me to 
repay you in ſome ſhape: O do not 
throw me into the ſtreet only try me 
— Lam ſincere— l will be honeſt let 
me live to bleſs you for your charity.“ 

My increaſing ſorrow would not per- 
mit me to procced. Sobs choaked my 
utterance. 


I do not know whether ſhe was mel- 
ted or not, but ſhe bade me get up, and 


told me ſhe would conſider of what [ 
had delivered. - 
We ſat Gilent a few moments. When l 
| had recovered myſelf a little, ſhe ſaid, 
« Should I be diſpoſed to try if you have 
ſpoken nothing but the truth, how will 
it be poſlible for me to conceal you 
from your mother? or indeed, ought 
1 to attempt the concealment of you? 
| Be- 
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Beſides, I cannot afford to keep you, 


and if you follow any buſineſs how is it to 
be done privately ?*? 


I will not go by my name,” repliedT, 


ce but will live quite retired in your houſe, 
and fetch and carry my work of a night: 
I will wait on you, | will nurſe you when 
you are fick : you ſhall be my n 
and I will be your child.“ 

Jou are an artful, deſigning girl,“ 
anſwered ſhe, with a ſoftened voice: **you 
ſhall, however, remain here this eve- 
ning, and I will think about ſome e em- 

PRY ment for you.” | 

I fell on my knees again to thank her: 
the then left me alone for above half: an 
hour, 

Immediately, on her departure, I of- 
fered up my grateful thanks to the Al- 
mighty, for having moved Mrs. Burdet's 
heart ſo much in my favour, and then 

conſidered whether I was actually ſafer 
E 6 under 


— 


ker, and .. no enquiry did 1 
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under her protection than under my ma» 
ther's: and as my mother had been ca- 
pable of acting in ſo mercenary a manner, 
] thought I had ſome reaſon to fear that 
a woman to whom 1 was almoſt a ſtran- 
ger, and who had but a ſmall income, 
might be tempted to look upon me with 
lucrative views, —lI knew ncthing at all 
of Mrs. Burdet: I had not feen her 
more than twice at my mother's, and 
then ſhe ſtaid only a ſhort time; my 
mother had met her in the fireet, and 
brought her home with her. —They 
mentioned me, I remember, as a fine 
grown girl, but 1 was going to ſchool, 
and did not much mind them. My 


mother and Mrs. Burdet did not ſeem to 


be pleaſed with each other; yet there 
was ſomething in the countenance of the 
latter which Idid nat diſlike: however, I 
was not interreſted in any enquiry about 


make. 
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make. While I was trying to recolle& 
any more circumſtances relating to her, 
ſhe returned to me, and bade me follow 
her up ftairs into a room which joined to 
her bed-chamber.. In that room I might, 
ſhe told me, put my bundle. 

Soon afterwards we went to dinner, 
and entered into chat, I found her an 
agreeable companion. She had a very 
ſmall houſe, with only a tight. girl by 
way of ſervant, and let out her firſt 
floor to a widow lady, who kept alſo one 
maid— The lady was, at that time, out 
of town. 


We talked little of my affairs the reſt 
of the day: at night the informed me 


that I was to fleep with Patry her fer- 
vant, 


As ſoon: as breakfaſt was over, the 
went out, and returned in about an hour, 


We. her Ch Et up an-apron 
i N which 
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which ſhe had left upon her drawers, 


and which wanted, l perceived, men- 


ding, and began to darn it, in order to 
ſhew her how willing I was to make all 


the amends in my power for her kind- 
neſs to me. 

When ſhe came in ſhe faid, 6 have 
been with your mother, Fanny—” 
I ſtarted, concluding that ſhe had 
been to her purpoſely to tell her where 
I was, and that I was loſt for ever.—My 


work dropped from my hands? I turned 


as pale as death, —and cried out, 1 

am undone,” 75 | 
'« Not yet, anſwered ſhe, with a half 
ſmile—* you are a grateful girl I ſee, and 
believe, an honeſt one. went to your 
mother: ſhe was gone out, the maid 
told me, in ſearch of you—and by what 
I could worm out of her, 1 find that you 
have not deceived me; but we muſt now _ 
| think 


LADY WOODFORD. 87 
think of ſome method to conceal you, and 
to enable you at the ſame time, to get your 
living. Your name ſhall be Oſgood.: I 
will, this afternoon, carry your painting 
to a printſeller of my acquaintance, Who 
will, I hope, find buſineſs for you, only 
you mult be content to keep cloſe for 
the preſent, and 1 will manage your 
affairs till your mother and Sir Thomas 
have ceaſed to make a ſearch after you,” 

This propoſal pleaſed me exceedingly. | 
I was ſo charmed with it that I leaped 
up, and threw my arms round Mrs. Bur- 
der's neck, calling her my © deareſt 
friend, my generous preſerver. 

She appeared to be ſatisfied with my 
| - gratitude—** Continue to be good,” ſaid 

ſhe, and all will, I dare nn. do 
well.“ 

In a "ul days I EM as many prints 5 
to colour as I could doz but Mrs, Burdet 

| and 
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and the print-ſeller—whkom 1 had dot 
yet ſeen — ſettled things between them 
ſelves in ſuch a manner, that the profits 
atifing from my labours were inconſ}- 
derable.— However, I made no com- 

plaints, but worked hard, and chear- 
fully, not once venturing to leave the 
houſe, leſt I ſhould be feen by ſomebody 
who might acquaint either my morher 


or Sir Thomas with the Place of my re. 
ſidence. | 


One morning Mrs. Burdet came, 
hurry ing into the little room, in which 
I ſat at work, and aſked me for the 
coloured drawing which ſhe: had ſhewn 
to the printſeller; and which had indu- 
ced him to employ me, and which had 
been returned to me as it was viifinithed. 15 

I gave it her. | 


- Phe next day ſhe told as | 
a would come and talk with me 


cee 
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concerning it. He, accordingly, came 
 —He was a polite, elderly man, with u 
noſegay of fine freſh flowers in his hand. 
He aſked me if I thought I could draw 
them, and. paint chem in their natural 
colours. 1 
I told him! Loch try. . 
He then gave them to me. I placed 
them i in the moſt pictureſque manner 1 
could, in a bottle of water. In two or 
three days he called again, and finding 
them exactly drawn, and coloured, and 
in a manner too, which pleaſed 1 
* You have diſcovered both. genius and 
taſte,” ſaid he, e and 1 muſt defire to have 
a little private converſation with you.” <q 
Mrs. Burdet then quitted the room, 
but 1 ſaw plainly by her looks, that the 
quitted it with no great ſatisfaction. 
As ſoon as the was gone, Mr. h 
told me, that as I was very able to draur 


3 
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and colour flowers and plants from nature, 
he would gladly employ me; adding, 
that he ſhould be "Wn to know me 
terms. 

<« am totally ignorant, Sir,”  eptbaT; 
ce of the value of pieces of this kind, and 
will therefore leave it to you to deter- 
mine the worth of them.” 

He then aſked me what I received 
for colouring prints, and I freely ac- 


quainted him with the trifling ſums | 
which had been paid to me for my per- 


formances. 

He looked earneſtly at me, "and 
ſhrugg ged his ſhoulders—* Is the gen- 
tlewoman who left us juſt now your mo- 
ther?“ ſaid he. 


I coloured at the queſtion, and an- 
aaa in the negative. 

What right then has ſhe to ſo large a 
ſhare of your profits ?” | 


ce Bo 
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_ «She is a friend,” replied T, to whom l 


am very muchobliged, and I ſhould be 
olad to have it in my power to gain 
enough to make ſuitable returns for the 
favours which I have received from her.” 


And 7,” ſaid he, © ſhall chuſe to pay 


you, myſelf, that you may be enabled 
to ſhew your generoſity.” - Putting five 
guineas into my hand, he added, You 
ſhall have the ſame ſum for the plant 
which you will receive from me to- mor- 
row, and | will mention you to ſeveral 
of my friends in an advantageous man- 
ner, who may, perhaps, employ you 
when I have nothing for you to do. 
Such a genius, and ſuch induſtry ought 
to be encouraged.” I not only thanked 
Mr. Hyam with the moſt grateful ex- 
preſſions I could articulate, but my eyes 
overflowed with gratitude, and as 1 
thought that my little labours had 

been 
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been over-rated, I offered to return the 
money to him — “ Stay, Sir,” ſaid I, 


e this is too much for a firſt attempt, 
when 1 do better I ſhall deſerve it.“ 

At that inſtant Mrs. Burdet ruſhed 
into the room, and layinghold of my arm, 
cried, What is the fooliſh girl about? 
why, are YOU ſuch a ridiculous ſimple- 
ton, Fay, as to give back money ? 
It is very plain that you are not fit to be 


your own caſh-kceper. But I hope, Sir,” 


continued ſhe, addrefling herſelf, with 
a ſoftened voice, to Mr, Hyam, * I hope 


you will not ſuffer her to make ſuch 
. ducks and drakes of her money: how is 


ſhe to live pray, and-who muſt pay for 
her board and lodging ? She ought t6 
conſider me, ifſhe takes no thought for 


herſelf.” Then, turning, to me, Pret- 


ty doings,” continued ſhe, ** to refuſe five 
guineas ! 


5 * 
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guineas ! why, you muſt, certainly, be 


diſtracted: 4 | 

The latter part of the above ſeek; 
delivered in an outrageous manner, not 
a little diſconcerted me: I felt my face 
glow with ſhame, and could:gladly have 
crept into any corner to hide myſelf, leſt 
Mr. Hyam ſhould imagine that I, in 


any ſhape, accorded with ſuch. a merce- 


nary, ſuch a violent women: yet tho? I 
deteſted the meanneß of her principles, 
was under too many obligations to her 
to oppoſe. her ſtrongly. I therefore 

caſt down my eyes, and was ſilent. 
Don't be alarmed, Mrs. Burdet,” faid 
Mr. Hyam, in whoſe benovelent coun- 
tenance I had, at firſt, read compaſſion 
for me, and contempt for her; ] am not 
going to avail myſelf of this young lady's 
noble behagiouriin a cenſurable manner. 
She who has but little, and who induſt- 
frioully 


o MEMOIRS OF 


riouſly employs her excellent talents 
to make the leaſt addition to it, me- 
rits the greateſt encouragement and 
generoſity from thoſe who are bleſt 


with taſte to admire, and with money 


to purchaſe her labours.“— Then, 


turning to me, he added, „My ſer- 


vant, Miſs Oſgood, ſhall attend you 
to-morrow with the plant I have men- 
tioned, and I dare ſay the drawing taken 
by you from it, will give me the higheſt 
ſatisfaction.” 

1 made him a low curtſy—I could not 


ſpeak, the reſpectful politc neſs with 
which he behaved to me, filled me with 


the moſt pleaſing ſenſations, but when 
he was gone, and when I ſaw Mrs. Bur- 
det ſwelling with rage, I ſighed to think 
into what hands I had fallen : a mo- 


ment's conſideration, however, as ſhe 
$54 had 
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| had taken me in when nobody elſe 


would have, perhaps, received me, 
brought me to a reſolution to live upon 


| che beſt terms poſſible with her That 


reſolution was ſtrengthened by gratitude. 
Her firſt words, after Mr. Hyam's de- 
parture, were, And ſo now you have 
feathered your neſt, you think to ſet up 
for yourſelf, and leave me to get my 
money where I can for | your board and 
lodging: but let me tell you, girl, för 
you are ncither more nor leſs, for all he 
Miſſed you up and young Ladied you ſo; 
let me tell you, I ſay, that I will take 
care to pay myſelf, or you ſhall turn out 
into the ſtreet, or what you like ſtill 
worſe, go back to your mother: be 
ſhall know where, and who you are; I 
won't harbour a pert, handſome young 
huſſey, to fly in my face every moment: 
| no, 
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no, no, you ſhall go back again to her 
whom you call mother. 

« Weuld I could not call 1 mo- 
ther,” whiſpered I to myſelf. < Had I had 
another parent, I-ſhould not have been 
in this ſituation.” —Such was my little 
foliloquy, but as I was ſo unfortunately 
ſituated, I thought it was more prudent 
to accomodate myſelf to my condition: 
I endeavoured, therefore, to ſooth Mrs. 
Bardet, by telling her, that I had only 


| refuſed ſo large a ſam, becauſe J looked | 


upon it as too conſiderable for my draw- 
ing; adding, that as Mr. Hyam had ſo 
genteely obliged me to receive it, foe 
ſhould have half of it; aſſuring, her, at 
the ſame time, that the moiety. of all my 
profits ſhould be at her ſervice. 
She held out her hand eargerly for the 
offered ſhare. of Mr. Hyam's five gui- 
neas, and I plainly ſaw, by the avidity 
with 


2 
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with which ſhe ſeized it, that ſhe gladly 
would have graſped the whole. — That 
mean-ſpirited ' mode of proceeding gave 
me a very indifferent opinion of her, and 
1 began to think myſelf not much, if at 


all, ſafer with her than with my mo- 
ther.— However, I flattered myſelf that 


J ſhould find a valuable friend in Mr. 


Hyam, hoping that he would not only 


employ me, on his own account, agree- 


ably to his promiſe, but protect me 
from this woman's inſolence, if his pro- 


tection ſhould be neceſſary. In conſe- 


quence of my flattering hopes, I ſtrove 


to coax Mrs. Burdet n good hu- 
mour, that evening. 


The next day I began my new draw- 
ing, and was ſucceſsful beyond my ex- 
peclations. Before it was finiſhed, Mr. 


Hyam came to look at it. He beſtowed 
the moſt animating encomiums on my 
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execution, and aſked my leave to bring 
a friend, the following morning, to ſee 
it. You may be ſure that! chearfully 


aſſented to a requeſt made with true 
politeneſs. 

On the appointed morning he entered 
my apartment, accompanied by a young 
man of faſhion, whoſe firſt appearance 

prejudiced me in favour of his under- 
ſtanding. He was tall, finely made, and 

had a dignity in his air and addreſs which 
immediately diſcovered him to be a man 
of ſenſe, elegantly educated. The turn 
1 ok his countenance was ſerious ; manli- 
1 neſs and ſolidity were conſpicuous in it. 

When he ſmiled there was a becoming 

- peaſantry about his mouth, which was 

of no ſmall advantage to his face; his 
forehead was high, his hair grew thick, 
and graceful, and his n ſeemed to 
; 7 into your 3 ſoul. | 
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This is the young lady, my Lord,” 
ſaid Mr. Hyam, preſenting me to him, 


while I roſe to receive him, with whoſe. 


maſterly performances L am ſo much 


Pleaſed,” 


My Lord offered his hand to receive 


the drawing which I held out to him, but 


at the ſame time rivetted his eyes ſo in- 
tenſely on-my face, that he almoſt diſcon- 


certed me. He ſeemed to be both ſen- 


ſible of the embarraſſment he had occa- 


ſioned, and ſorry for it, by throwing 


his eyes, haſtily upon the vellum. 
He looked earneſtly at the drawing 


for ſome time, without ſpeaking, — 
While be was ſo engaged, Mr. Hyam 
| leaned on his ſhoulder, and cried, 


% Well, my Lord, have [ deceived you? ? 


Kit not worth your attention Pf 


It is, indeed inimitable, » replied 


his Lordſhip: how exactiy bas the 
= pencil 


— 


"lt 
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pencil copied nature ! yet what pencil,” 


continued he, © can do juſtice to that fine 


face ?—I beg pardon, Madam—(ſeeing 
me bluſh) but I came here to admire.” 
I got courage enough, at laſt, to reply 


that my Lord and Mr. Hyam, both, did 


me a great deal of honour, and fac down 
to my work. 

They ſtaid a good aſe _ entered 
into converſation with me * * ſeveral 


ſubjects. 


My Lord aſked me of whom 1 had 
learnt.— named my firſt maſter, tho 
indeed, I was principally indebted to 
Mr. Seymount, for the little taſte I had 


_ to boaſt of. I did not, however, men- 


tion ban. N W 4 
„ But what waer ſaid my Lg 


0 could teach you, Mifs Oſgood, with- 


out K inſpired with the tendereſt 


. of 
4 CT: 


— 
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of all paſſions, while you” WAS Wing to 
his leſſons ? i 722 
I was not willing to put a ſtop to a 
converſation which gave me pleaſure, 
by taking every compliment paid to me 
ſeriouſly, and therefore endeavoured, in 
the beſt manner I could, to TIPS un- 
affected by them. | 

Mr. Hyam obſerving my apparent 
indifference, cried. You are in the. 
right, Miſs Oſgood not to mind what 
theſe young fellows ſay: they cannot, 


poſſibly, I believe, ſpeak to women, up- 


on the commoneſt ita: without * 
lantry.“ s „ 15010. L > | 


1 = *% * * 


= Why a are we young fellows,” repliz 


ed my Lord, with a ſmile,” the only 
gallant people? Do not %, Hyam, 


ſometimes ſay fine things to fine women? 
Ay, you do, but with not half the mea- 
ning with which [ have juſt ſpoken.” 

F 3 I don't 
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I don't know what your meaning is 
my Lord,“ anſwered Mr. Hyam, rather 
ſurlily I thought, « but this I know, 
you cannot, ought not, to ſpeak with 
any meaning Here.“ 


The emphaſis laid on the word here, 
made me colour, tho* I was not ſare 1 
was any way concerned in the ſpeech 
which had occaſioned it. My colour 
was not rendered fainter by my Lord's 
behaviour, who fixed his eyes on my. face 
with a kind of anxiety which ſurprized, 
and which alſo touched me. 

« Why am I ſo much affected by | 
his Lordſhip's carriage = —faid * to 
myſelf, N . 

My Lord was dient during the re- 
mainder of the time he ſtaid. ſeemed 
to be buſy with my pericil—Mr. Hyam 
looked at us both, en and 

| . Dux then, 
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then, taking my Lord by the arm, 
ſaid, © Come, we do but hinder her.” 
„I] beg pardon,” replied my Lord, 
with a half ſigh—adding, with a re- 
ſpectful earneſtneſs, © I hope, Miſs 
Oſgood, I have not been an intruder to 
day : I hope you will, now and then, 


permit me to . * hePPY by, 
calling upon you,” 


A ſmile, accompanied with a motion 
of my head, while 1 ſat, was the only 
anſwer 1 made; and I proceeded to- 
Wes the finiſhing of my drawing with 
more alacrity than ever. Lord Wood- 
tord's compliments—tho' I was not fo 
weak as to reckon upon them were ex- 
tremely pleaſing, and doubly pleaſing, 
becauſe 1 fancied, from the natural ſeri- 
ouſneſs of his aſpect; that he had not been 
accuſtomed ro make them to every bo- 


| F 1 l dy. 
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dy. —Mr. Sey mount's attachment to me 
had engaged my attention; as it flatte- 
red my vanity, it alſo awakened my gra- 
titude. I imagined that the man who 
could bring himſelf to appear in a de- 
grading light for my ſake, muſt be ſeri- 


riouſly and violently in love with me: l 


could not, therefore, help feeling ſenſa: 


tions in his fayour ; eſpecially when 1 


thought my mother too ſevere, indeed 
rather rude to him: I wiſhed to ſoften her 
harſhneſs into a grateful kind of civi- 
lity for his having diſtinguiſhed me: and 
if ſhe had behaved in a proper manner 
to him, time might have ripened, his 
friendſhip into love. Something like 
eſteem I certainly began to feel for him, 
after having been intereſted in his ſafety 
from humanity. - But different emotions 


were excited in me by Lord Woodford, 


re he made his firſt viſit ; there was 
a N 
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a ſolidity and an air of ſincerity in his be- 
haviour which convinced me that he had 
not been uſed to laviſn his compliments 
upon every pretty girl he met with: his 
compliments, therefore, to me were parti- 
cularly agreeable.— There was alſo a taſte 


in his expreſſions, if I may ſay ſo, which 


heightened the value of them. Sey mount 
appeared to be a young fellow, roman- 
tically. ſtruck with a pretty face which he 
had never ſeen before, which face le de - 
fired to ſee again, as much out of corio: 
ſity as admiration Lord Woodford, on 
the other band, rather ſeemed to wiſh 
that he had not been pleaſed at the fight 
of me, and while he paid me the com- 
pliment of deſiring leave to yiſit me 


again, looked as if his heart had no vie | 


in it. 1 SA | . "| * If EW 73 E 1 . 


1 


Mri./ Hyam came twice, a 
without him -s, he did etre ve mention 
| 2 * 6 -' - bim, 
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him, and it would have been improper. 
in me, you know, to have. enquired 
about him. 


Mr. Hyam took: home his 8 


after having paid me ſix guingas; and 
ordered another. 

As this way of getting a little money 
was pleaſant as well as profitable, I was 
quite ſatisfied with it, and to make Mrs. 


Burdet equally fo, I gave her half my gains; 
but ſne was one of thoſe women who 


are troubled with an inquiſitive diſpoſi- 
tion, ſhe was, therefore, but half contented 
with her ſhare of my profits; the ſtrong 


deſire which ſhe had to know who Lord 


Woodford was, made her very reſtlefs.— 


I Was full as ignorant about him as ſhe 


herſelf was, being only acquainted with 
his title, and, conſequently, had it · not 
er wy power to gratify her curioſity. | 

In about a'week”® afterwards;' Lord 


edi] © 4 | Woodford ; 
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| Woodford made his ſecond appearance; 
and alone. A charming ſmile over- 
ſpread his fine face as he approached. 
I am pretty ſure I ſmiled in return, for 
] felt a pleaſure at the ſight of him, 
which I can neither define nor deſcribe. . 
A bluſh alſo accompanied my ſmile, as 
my Lord, initantly re aſſuming his uſual 
ſeriouſnels of aſpect, drew back a little, 
and ſaid, Have I taken an unſeaſona-: 
ble hour to wait on you, Miſs Oſgood ?”? 

Not at all my Lord,“ replied I, with 
renin at which I was, — ſur- 

f priſed, and offered him a chair. 
He fat down, after having articuladch 
a compliment which politeneſs made 


rather neceſſary, and it was delivered- 

with inimitable grace. 1 40 

We were then both ſilent for ſome 

time: the. ſilence, on my fide was, [ 

mult own, awkward, and painful; Iz: 
2 F 6 therefort,.  —_ 
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therefore, roſe, and fetched my laſt 
drawing, about which Mr. Hyam had 
employed me, and aſked his Lordſhip's 
opinion of it, intreating him at the ſame 
time, to do me the favour to correct any 


aan he might diſcover in it. 


your Lordſhip's judgment.“ 


It is charming,“ ſaid he, looking 
Fe at me, and then at the drawing ; 
„ there. is not a fingle fault diſcover- 
able; but I could wiſh—” 
For what, my Lord,” cried 4 ea- 
gerly interrupting him; © there is cer- 
tainly ſome defect in it. You are ſo 
obliging as to be ſorry to point out my 
miſtakes, but you may be of infinite 
ſervice to me by the detection of them. 
I very much wiſh to be improved by 


My Lord looked at me, 13 
while I ſpoke: then banden turned from 
me for a moment. 1 


5 c 
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Imagining that I had been guilty of a 
capital error, I felt a dejection not to be 
expreſſed, but it forced me ro "_ 
my requeſt, x ; 

Returning the drawing to me, he ſaid, 
There is no fault in it: you have been; 
only cenſurable,” added he, ſurveying 
me with exquiſite anxiety, * for an 
at all.“ N | 

The anxiety W ade in his 
Lordſhip's countenance, increaſed mine. 

% How, my Lord,“ cried I, frigh - 
tened, and abaſhed, Have I impro- 
perly employed n in en, thole 
plants?“ 4 

60 Cue Fg replied * e 
<« nobody, I will affirm, nobody can ex- 
ecute them in a more elegant, in a more 
maſterly manner; but yet I with you was 
not obliged to do any k 

I cone not „ 1. Lordſhip's 

fk: meaning: 


F 4 


* 
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meaning: I was ſurprized atſuch a ſpeech; 
it hurt me: I felt very uneaſy on 
having one part of my conduct diſ- 
approved of by ſo amiable a man; by a 
man whom 1 beheld with the eyes of 
partiality. I, therefore, with a ſerious, 
a ſolemn face indeed, haſtened to excul- 
pate myſelf from any impropriety, by 
telling his lordſhip, **. that as I was ne- 
ceſſitated to follow ſome employ ment to 
procure a ſubſiſtence, I thought draw- 
ing, having been often flattered for the 
execution of my performances by people 
of taſte; as eligible as ay other buſineſs.” . 
My Lord gazed at me, with a tenderneſs 
in his eyes, ſighed, and exclaimed, 
Cruel neceſſity But how happened it 
— Pardon me, Miſs Oſgood — how 
happened it that you, with ſacks 
dinary talents, ſhould be compelled to 
take * method to ſubſiſt yourſelf ?— 
i Believe 
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Believe me, madam, it -pains me to be 
ſo inquiſitive, yet it pains me ſtill more 
to remain incapable of e n 
through ĩgnoran ce.“ 
He looked at that moment, as if i 
really ſuffered from having wounded my 
delicacy by his curioſity ; and the refine-- 
ment of his behaviour having raiſed him 
higher in my eſteem than he was before, 
I could not help feeling a de ſire to give 
him the information he ſeemed to wiſn 
for ſo ardently; not in the leaſt conſider- 
ing whether J ſhould act diſcreetly or 
imptudently by opening my heart 
freely to a man of hom I knew ſo little; 
but a ſudden and itreſiſtible impulſe 
prompted me to acquaint him with my 
fituation.— I related all that had paſſed 
concerning Sir Thomas, and waited: with 
much impatience to hear his ſentiments 
about my intellig ende. 
| nate: | Several 
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5 Several times he viewed me with the 
greateſt attention, and when I ceaſed to 
ſpeak, his eyes were ſo rivetted on me, 
with tenderneſs and admiration in them, 
that 1 was, I confeſs, more pleaſed than 
diſconcerted; tho' I felt me ee 
as well as pleaſur e 
For a few moments he ſat Glen, then 
lifeing up his hands and eyes, Good 
God l' ſaid he eagerly, to what dangers 
has not, that charming innocence, that 
delighful ſimplicity been expoſed! but, 
dear, amiable Fanny,“ continued he, 
« what difficulties may you not, ſtill have 
to encounter? you will, doubtleſs, by your 
good ſenſe, and by your virtue, be able 
to ſurmount them; your diſcretion, 
which has hitherto ſaved you from the 
ſnares ſpread againſt you, will not, Itruſt, 
forſake you upon any future emergency: 
but _ preſent fituation is extremely 
Rr hazardous: 
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hazardous: you are not, in my VR 
ſecure from danger a ſingle moment. 
« No my Lord ?” replied I. exceſ- 
fively alarmed; © am I dangerouſly ſitua- 
ted here ?—You think, then, that ei- 

ther Sir Thomas, or my mother has 
found me out.” ; 292, e en 
« Tam quite ignorant with a to 
them both, anſwered he, with more an- 
xiety in his countenance than had yet ap- 
peared init, but where is the man who 
will ſuffer ſuch a perſon, and ſuch a mind, 
to be buried in obſcurity? they ought 
not indeed to be ſo buried. Good 
Heavens! why is there not —— hows 
ever I will protect you from every inſult: 
| will be your fincere, your permanent 
friend : you have behaved with fo char- 
ming 4 frankneſs, and have diſcovered 
ſo excellent a heart, that I am determi- 
ned to give you all the aſſiſtance in my 
power, and in a manner too at which 
: - you 
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you ſhall not be offended. —I cannot any 
longer permit myſelf to ſee you thus la- 
bouring for a ſubſiſtence, a wretched ſub- 
ſiſtence at beſt : I cannot ſee you live 
expoſed to the ſight, to the infolent car- 
riage of every idle coxcomb : if you re- 
| main here you may be dragged away by | 
the woman whom you call your. mother 
—how unworthy of that appellation — 
and forced into the arms of that deteſt- 
able old fellow. My blood freezes at 
the thought.” SHEN: 5 | 
In this energetic ſtrain, dig he deliver 


himſelf, and indeed the latter part of his 

fpeech made my blood run cold. But 
while I ſhuddered at the danger to Which 
I was expoſed, and which he had repre- 
ſented in lively colours, I received an 
inexpreſſible ſatisfaction on ſeeing him fo 
much affected by my unfortunate con- 
dition: that ſatisfaction was, no doubt, 
ſtrongly 


mw © Wwe 
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ſtrongly viſible in my eyes, into which 
tears ſoon ruſhed, and J replied in me- 


lancholy accents, What muſt I do _ 
my Lord?“ | 


«© Will you conſent to 5 be adviſe 6 
me ?” ſaid he, eagerly. 


Before I could anſwer ' he IO 
« Will you conſent to let me remove 
you from this woman, who is, unqueſ- 
tionably, |; forming ſome deſign againſt 
you? Will you not truſt yourſelf with 
me, Fanny? added he, ina 1 in 
the moſt perſuaſive tone. £ 28k 

I bluſhed, I looked down: bergen. | 
ced as I was, I felt the impropriety of 
this requeſt, and I- ſighhetc. 

« Youſigh—youare filent,” replied he 
preſling | my hand; . do you diſtruſt me? 


do you think me gin of e you 
Miſs Ofgoad ?” * A Salz 


I don't know, ty Lord; aa 
55 1 1 
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I, after ſome heſitation, withdrawing 
my band; I would, willingly, conti: 
nue to have a good opinion of your 
Lordſhip, and, therefore, I believe, 1 
had better not truſt" vou L ee 
ſorry to be deceived ? $"5en 
How flattering is Mite r daded ſor- 
row I—how amiable your fears !—ytt 
baniſh them, Fanny; not my own ho- 
nour ſhall be dearer to me than yours; | 
but you muſt remain here no longer wich- 
out a friend, without a protector. Sir 
Thomas, or your mother, on a thouſand 
other people may involve you in num- 
berleſs weten and peer. 9580 
W . 

"66, And to W 8 ks can. lg: 2 
faid I——< 1 know nobody: I have, hi- 
therto, met with no interruption here, and 
I may, by leaving _ Boe, "fall Into 
„ Lem Fons non! 

« 1 a 
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e I will take care of that,” replied he; 


« T will ſecure you a retreat; I will fur- 


niſh you with every thing to render it 

agreeable to you.—You ſhall. be your 
own miſtreſs, Fanny, you 'ſhall depend 
upon nobody?s pleaſure but your own: I 
will be the moſt ſubmiſſive of your 


friends.“ 


1 cali help Gniling to think of fike 


ſatisfaction which he promiſed himſelf 


from his laſt words. I ſhook my head, 
however, at his fine fcheme—T thought 
it, indeed, a very pleaſing one, yet I, at 


the ſame time, deemed it to be an im- 


practicable one; becauſe I knew that 1 
had not money to live in the manner he 
mentioned; and I told him, between jeſt 


and earneſt; . that when I had ſaved 85 


enough by my drawing, I ſhould like an 


independent life extremely well.“ 


Talk no more of drawing,“ anſwer- 
N | ed 
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red he; « ir muſt not be; you may amuſe 
yourſelf with your pencil in your little 
retreat, at your kiſure hours, but on no 
account muſt you make your perfor- 
mances publick; they are too exquilitely 
finiſhed to. be exhibited to every common 
eye.“ 

There 1s no 8 how bow his Laid . 
ſhip would bave expatiated upon a ſubject 
in which he ſeemed to be very much in- 
tereſted, if Mr. Hyam had not, by his 

entrance, put a ſtop to a converſation 
which began to embarraſs me. Tho! 
knew not a great great deal of the world, 
] was not quite ſo ignorant as to ſuppoſe 
that Lord Woodford, or any other Lord 
would ſupport me for nothing : I was, 
however, inexperienced enough not to be 
ſhocked at his Lordſhip's offer : 1 neither 
ſtarted ike a prude, nor put on the ſeri- 
_ ous, conſiderate coyntenance of a diſcreet 
; woman, 
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woman, the propriety of whoſe behaviour 
had never been diſputed. —TI liſtened to 
him with chearfulneſs; with ſmiles. 
In ſhort, I was aſtoniſhed to find a man 


of my Lord's charming underſtanding 


and perſon, taſte and ſenſibility, intereſted 
about ſuch a poor, little, inſignificant 


girl as myſelf. —Yet, flattered as I was by 
the attentions of ſuch a man, 1 reſolved 


not to cloſe with his generous propoſal ; I 
ſhould have corrected myſelf for the plea- 


ſure which I received from It, but wy 


heart was touched by it. . 
The interruption occaſioned by Mr. 


Hyam to our tte a-tẽte, was very ſea- 


ſonable for me: my Lord was, viſibly, 
diſpleaſed with it, and ſoon N 


took his leave. 


When he was | gone, Mr. Hyam ſaid, 


«he my Lord had been Os 
love to me.“ : 


2 2706 N. | 


[+ 
I 
| 

| 
| 
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« No, indeed, my good Sir,” anſwered 


1, bluſhing ; I wonder why you think 
ſo.“ 7 3 


« Becauſe he is a man of taſte,” replied 


he, and becauſe you have beauty: you 
ſee mine is a very natural concluſion ; 
but take care, and do not be too ready 
to liſten to him; continue to be a good 
girl, and mind your buſineſs, by and by 


you may meet with a proper man to give 


your heart to.” 


This reply 8 the colour i in my 
cheeks, and increaſed the agitation which 
I felt on the mention of my Lord, 
When Mr. Hyam left me to my own 
reflections, his Lordſhip! s late behaviour 


too much engaged my thoughts,— 


While I fat conſidering what ſteps to take 
to prevent them from dwelling upon one 
 obje&t—and ſuch an objet—Mrs, Burdet 
came into my room, nM 

roads 
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Immediately, upon her entrance, ſhe 
began to aſk me a great many imperti- 
nent queſtions, both about me, and con- 


cerning my Lord.—ſhe was alſo excee- 
dingly inquiſitive about my future plan 


of life. My anſwers to her queſtions 
were ſhort and evaſive— I really had not 
abſolutely determined what to do, and af- 
ter what I had obſerved in her carriage, 
had no inducement to communicate my 
deſigns to her. 

She looked at me with a penetrating, 
and with a malignant eye; at leaſt I fan- 
cied fo, but Mr. Hyam's civilities, and 


particularly Lord Woodford's moſt 


friendly offers thoꝰ I had reſolved not to 
accept of them made me ſufficiently 
eaſy, and I returned to my pencil without 
troubling myſelf about her. 
The next day, and the two following 
days, Lord Woodford came and ſat by 
me while I finiſhed the drawing, admi- 
Vor. I. G ring 
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ring it extremely, but perſuading me to 
draw, for the future, only for amuſe- 
ment. He talked to me in raptures of 
the little retreat which he had found out 
for me. I changed the converſation ſeveral 
times—My Lord was perhaps forry to 
be turned from his favourite topic, but! 
loſt nothing by endeavouring to intro- 
duce new ſubjects, for he converſed upon 


every ſubject in a manner entertaining 


beyond expreſſion. So delighted was 


1 with his converſible powers, that my 


heart bounded with joy at his approach, 
and ſunk within me at his departure. Char- 
med with the melody of his tongue, [ 
liſtened to it without regarding. Mr. 
Hyam's admonitions : I did not give 


myſelf the trouble to conſider how indiſ- | 


creet my conduct might be, 1 almoſt 
forgot every thing but the tranſporting 
fatisfaction 
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fatisfaCtion reſulting | from his dear 
ſociety. | 

On the evening of the fourth day, af- 
ter the ſtriking proof I had received 
of Mrs, Burdet's inquiſitive diſpoſition, 
while I was ſitting alone, ruminating on 
what had happened to me, the maid 
came, hurrying to me, and cried, 
„ Oh Miſs, my miſtreſs has had a ſad 
fall in croſſing the next ſtreet, and has 
been carried into Mr. Ball's :—She 
has ſent for me, and begs you would juſt 
| ſtepalong with me, and ſee her. 

As I had often heard them talk of Ball 
the baker, I, naturally, ſuppoſed that 
the girl's intelligence was true, tho Ir re- 
member J made an objection with regard 
to leaving the houſe: however, being 
Preſſed to go, I threw my cloak over my 

ſhoulders, and followed her: : It was al- 
moſt dark. . 


G 2 h Juſt 
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Juſt as I had got about half the length > 


of the ſtreet, which was a private ons, 
a man, overtaking me, ſeized my hand, 


and cried, ** This way, this way; and, 


before I could recover my hand I found 
myſelf ſurrounded, lifted up, and put 


into a coach—The windows of it were, 


_ inſtantly drawn up by a perſon within, 


who held me faſt in ſpite of all my 


ſcreaming, and ſtruggling to get looſe. 

The coach drove very briſkly, and as 
there was no light, I could not poſlib)y 
ſee by whom I was kept down on my ſeat. 
] concluded, indeed, that Sir Thomas, 


perſon, and was exceedingly terrified, 
1 alſo imagined, and trembled at the 


thought, that 1 ſhould be carried out of 


town, and ſo cloſely. confined as . to have 
no hopes of eſcaping from my priſon, 


I. therefore, redoubled my cries, in order 


10 


» 
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to induce ſomebody paſling by, touched 
with compaſſion, as well as prompted by 
curioſity, to ſtop the coach, before it was 
out of London, imagining that there 
would be fewer paſſengers upon any of 

the roads about it, and that I ſhould, 
conſequently, ſtand the leſs chance to 


4 


— 


38 make any creature come to my aſſiſtance. 
The louder I cried, the more pains did 

3 thoſe who guarded me take to ſtop my 
y mouth. At laſt, my ſtrength became ſo 
. much exhauſted that I had hardly power to 

3, ſpeak. As ſoon as I found that the coach 
e was off the pavement; I looked upon my- 
d, ſelf as devoted to deſtruction.—! fat al- 
ne moſt motionleſs: only, now and then. 
of pouring forth a prayer from my diſtreſſed 
de heart, to the Almighty, for his po 
N, tection. 

ler While I was thus firuated, a great 
£0 noiſe, occaſioned by the trampling of 


Rn. horſes, 


126 MEMOIRS OF: 


horſes, and the roting of a carriage, 
tempted me to try once more the utmoſt 
efforts of my voice. I ſcreamed: I 
ſhrieked. 

At that inſtant our coach was topped; ? 
ah door was forced open, and I beheld, 
by the blaze of the flambeaux, Lord 
Woodford, attended by ſcveral ſervants, 
He held out his arms; I ſcreamed for 
joy, and threw myſelf into them, ſcarce able 
to breathe, and agitated with a thouſand 
conflicting emotions. He conveyed me, 
he rather flew with me to his poſt- chaiſe 
and four, which was the carriage 1 had 
heard, ſeated mein it, and placed him- 
ſelf by my ſide:— After having ſpoken a 
few words to his people, he drew up the 
glaſs, and we ſet off full gallop. — He 
then turned to me, whom he ſtill ſuppor- 

ted, for I was ſo overpowered with terror, 


ſarprize and joy, that I was quite inca- 
- pabk 
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pahle of ſpeaking, and in the tendereſt 
accents, aſked me, ** how I felt myſelf.” 
Ae told me, in the ſame accents, © that 
he hoped I had been only. frightened by 
the infamous treatment I had met with, 
and begged me to make myſelf perfectly 
ealy ; aſſuring me that no other harm | 
ſhould diſtreſs me, and that I might de- 
pend upon his doing every thing in the 
moſt reſpectful manner, on * part, to 
make my life agreeable to me.“ 

I firſt endeavoured to thank him 
with a deep ſigh, while he affectionately 
preſſed my hands in his, and aſked me if 
heſhould ſtop to give me an opportu- 
nityto take ſome refreſnment. I am very 
much afraid,“ added he, with the kindeſt 
looks, © that you are ill.“ | 4 

J anſwered, * By no means—l have only | 
been exceſſively terrified ; url return my 


th : Jincereſt 
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| fincereſt thanks to Heaven for having ſent 
mea deliverer, on whoſe honour I may 
_ SE - 

„ You may, indeed, rely on it” an- 
ſwered he; © I will ſooner periſh than 
' injure you—Place ſome confidence in 
me, Miſs Oſgood ; you will not find 
yourſelf deceived.” 

I thanked bim, and became more 
and more ſatisfied with my ſituation. 
The truth is, I loved Lord Woodſord 
to a degree not to be deſcribed , [ was 
very ſenſible, however, that I could not 
have been in phat ſituation with him, 
with any diſeretion, if the extraordinary 
and unforſeen event, above- mentioned, 
had not thrown me into it. As I was 55 
ſituated, I could not help indulging the 
_ fenſations I felt in his Lordſhip's compa- 
ny His extreme folicitude on my ac- 


count. his tender enquiries after my 
FD bealch, 
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healch, and every gentle preſſure of his 

hand, gave my you ngheart, naturally fullof 
ſenſibility, and now warmed with gratitude; 

tranſports inconceivable. It was my duty, 
I thought, to appear grateful, but I alſo 
imagined I could not, diſcreetly, let my 
lover ſee my feelings in his favour; Yet 
I was a poor diſſembler. I was always an 
enemy to deceit. I ſhould: have gloried 


in avowing theſe feelings for my Lord, if 


our ſtations in life had not been fo: widely 
: different: when I reffected upon'that dif- 

ference, I believed it abſolutely neceflary | 
to conceal my affection for him.— will 
frankly own, however, that by endeavou- 
ring to behave with the ſtricteſt prudence 


upon the- occaſion, 1 did no ſmall violence 
to my inclination. 


Lord Woodford plainly NG the 
ſtruggles endured between love and mo- 
_— he ſeemed to be highly pleaſed 

"8 with 
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with them, and his increaſing attentions 
were the moſt flattering ones in the 
wart: * 


As ſoon as I had alittle recovered my 


ſpirits, I intreated him to tell me how he 


came to know that I was in any danger. 
e could not,“ replied he, *chink of go- 
ing to an appointment I had this evening, 
till I had firſt called on you, fo ſtrong 
was my deſire to ſee you, a deſire which 
I could not, poſſibly, conquer. Accor- 
dingly, I ordered my chariot to ſtop at 
Mrs. Burdet's door. Immediately on my 
arrival Iſaw the maid in a great fright, and 
the informed me that ſomebody had car- 
ried you away in a coach. —As ſoon as 
the girl had given me the beſt directions 
in her power with regard to the route 
which the coach took, I ordered my coach- 
man to follow it as faſt as poſſible, and dif- 
ne of my tellows home to ſend a 
Fol. 
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poſt-chaiſe and four after me with the. 
utmoſt expedition. The: moment we. 
were off the ſtones I ſtept into my chaiſe, 
and by ſo doing, fortunately overtook 
the carriage into which you had been 
forced, time enough to be ſerviceable to 
you. As no reſiſtance was made, I fan- 
cied that the people with you were not 
apprehenſive of any friend's coming to 
your aſſiſtance,” 

_ © And whither are we now going, 
my Lord ?” ſaid I, after having thanked 
him for. flying, to my reſcue. 

« Tas ſmall houſe, a few miles. out | 
of town, ” replied he.-**.of which I have 
long wiſhed to ſee you miſtreſs, and in 
which you will, I hope, meet wich every 
thing agreeable to you. You will find 
ſervants, and a carriage entirely at your, | 
command ; and you will receive, every, 
quarter, a ſum ſufficient to ſupport the 

G 6 appearance 
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appearance to which you are, by your 
uncommon merit, fairly entitled.” 
I have a thoufand thanks to return 
to you, my Lord,” faid 1, bluſhing, 
and looking down, * a thouſand thanks | 
for this moſt generous behaviour: but you 
overwhelm me with your liberality : I 


cannot ever hope to make fuitable ac- 
knowledgements.” 9 5 


4 Shall I not be Ss with your 
friendſhip ?”faid he, eargerly © and your 
eſteem—if you think me worthy of it ? 
and ſhall I not then be overpaid ?” 

« But women of character, my Lord, 
are not, uſually ſupported in this manner 
by gentlemen : and if, by this ſtep, 
I loſe my reputation, I ſhall be un- 
worthy — however conſcious I may be of 
my own innocence—of your future pro- 


tection,” 


« Unworthy 


\ 
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« Unworthy cena l you can- 
not be unworthy.“ 
I may not, perhaps, in your opinion, 
be undeſerving,” replied I, * becauſe 
you are the moſt generous of men ; but 
if the world thinks ill of me, I ſhall not 
reckon myſelf worthy of your eſteem: a 
woman who is in the leaſt ſuſpected, can- 


| Not be & ſpotleſs character, and ſuch a 


character alone can merit 7 Lordſhip 8 
regard 5 
As to abſolute perfection, a perfect 
man and a perfect woman, would be un- 
natural beings, and conſequently diſ- 
agreeable ones.“ ; | 

* No, ſurely, my Lord'; the lefs 
imperfect we are, the more agreeable 1 
imagine, we ſhall be.” 

I ſhall get nochings I he ſaid he, 

with an enchanting ſmile, © by diſputing 

with you upon this ſubject; ſuffer me, 
however, 
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however, my dear F anny, to tell you that 
as we have, moſt of us, a partiality for 
ourſelves, we do not readily take to 
thoſe whoſe merit is ſuperior to our own; 
we are more inclined to love thoſe who 
have a few amiable weakneſſes, which 
calling for our compaſſion, naturally 
Excite our tenderneſs and affection, ” 
What you ſay, my Lord,” anſwer- 
ed I eargerly, * may, poſſibly, be true: 
but the weakneſſes of aur fellow-crea- | 
tures cannot raiſe our eſteem for them: it 
is, undoubtedly, pleaſing to be loved for 
our behaviour, but it is more laudable, 
I think, to act in ſuch a manner as to be 
eſteemed.” _ 5 
© What a charming, what a 460 dif. 
tinction! Yet give me leave to ſay, that 
I have not ſo much ambition to be eſtee- 
med, as to be loved by the miſtreſs of 
my heart,” | HIS 
1 —_ 
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I repeated my former reply. = 
My Lord looked ſerious.— You 
know not,” ſaid he, with a ſigh, what 
it is to be inſpired with the moſt * | 
ful of all paſſions.” x A 6 
The converſation was now, I thought, 
growing too particular, I, therefore, 

turned it,“ by aſking him, how long it 
would be before we ſtopped. “ 
This moment, if you pleaſe,” laid 
my Lord &—<« Every wiſn of your heart, 
if you will but diſcloſe it, and if you are 
ſilent, I will endeavour to read it in your 
lovely eyes, ſhall be complied with, in- 

ſtantly complied with. A de 61 12h | 

I thanked him, more with bills! 
ang words, I only aſked out of 
an idle curioſity,” added I; let me de- 
lire your Lordſhip not to retard the} * 
ney a minute on my account.” F ; 

We nn at length, at a peu lie- 
tle 
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tle houſe, emboſomed—I wow a i in a 


grove of trees. 

My Lord conducted me into Ci and 
preſented a couple of female fervants 
to me, and a lad alſo in a genteel livery : 
he ordered them all to look on me © astheir 
miſtrefs. 

« will fup with you to he Mifs 


 Cligood,” ſaid my Lord, ſpeaking aloue; 


« if you will permit me to give myſelf 
that pleaſure, and then retire to my own 
houſe, which is about EY mile diſtant 
frony hence.” 
1 aſſented: how could I do otherwiſe? 
As ſoon as we were ſeated in the par- 
lour, he told me that he had formed a 


plan which would ſecure my character 


from calumny, and make every thing ea- 
ſy; adding, that he hoped it would meet 
with my approbation. 5 
« You cannot, you are -ſerifible; Miss 
| Oſgood,” : 


* 
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Oſgood,” continued he, © return to 

your mother, after the injurious treat- 
ment which you have received from her, 
and you have no other relation: only 
condeſcend to chuſe me for your guar- 
dian : I have a legal right to protect you: 
all enquiries into your fortune, and af- 
fairs, will be to no purpoſe, when I am 
truſted with every thing relating to you. 
—The moment my dear Fanny—( ſee- 
ing me look ſerious) the very moment 
I abuſe the confidence you place in me, 
caſt me from you for ever.— Tou will 

then be as much at liberty to act agree 
ably to your inclination as you are now: 

but I flatter myſelf that you cannot 
chuſe a man more eerily devoted to 
your ſervice than I am.“ 

I bluſhed, and bowed my grateful 
acknowledgements. I was not ſo- i igno- 
rant of the world, as not to ſee that my 

2s ph Lord, 
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Lord, under the ſpecious title of a 
guardian, might take, great liberties 
with me, but I thought he had found out 
a genteel way(the only decent one indeed 
which he could have propoſed) to pro- 
vide for me without injuring my reputa- 
tion : and, fituated as I then was, it 
was incumbent on me, I fancied, to 
view things! in the moſt favourable light; 
to ſay nothing of the ſtrong propenſitx 
I felt to like whatever my Lord ſaid or 
. 

When he had explained himſelf fo 
ky aſked me, if it would not be agree- 
able to me to walk up ſtairs, and ſee the 
apartments he had ventured to chuſe for 


75 


me. 192 
I ſmiled approbation. He then rang 
the bell, and bade Nanny, the upper | 
maid ſervant, attend me. She con- 
ducted me into a very pleaſant bed- 


chamber, 
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chamber, and dreſſing- room, elegantly 
furniſned with chintz, and decorated with 
pictures, glaſſes, cabinets, and china: 
the reſt of the houſe, tho a ſmall one, 
was ornamented in the ſame pleaſing 
manner, taſte having been conſulted ra- 

ther than magnificence. 3 3 
When I returned to the parlour, my 
Lord made a number of apologies be- 
cauſe the commodes and cabinets were 
not yet filled with the neceſſary appen- 
dixes to the toilet: But I could not tell 
when I ſhould be able to prevail on you 
to ſettle here,” added he, «<andT imagi- 
ned that' you would be more. pleaſed to 
regulate every thing about your dreſs 
yourſelf. Lou have, therefore, Miſs Of- | 
good—preſenting a hundred pound 
bank note to me nothing to do but to 

ſend your orders to the principal ware- 
Tan houles 
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houſes in London, from which you may 
be immediately accommodated.” 

I felt my face glow like crimſon : I 
would have returned the note, but my 
Lord inſtantly refuſedtaking it · My dear 
Fanny,” ſaid he; you muſt only look 
upon this as a part of yoyr f fortune.“ 

Oppreſied with favoprs thus, una- 
ble to reject them when. offered in ſo 
charming a manner, ſtill readier to 
oblige 7 to be obliged, and yet dread- 
ing, worſe than death, the ſacrifice of 
her virtue, even to the man on whom 
ſhe doated imagine you ſee a poor 
defenceleſs girl left quite alone, with no- 
thing but the natural goodneſs of her 
heart, a heart uncorrupted by vice, yet 
full of ſenſibility, to enable her to behave. 
with a proper regard to her character i ina 
very trying ſituation. 

My Lord perceived my ebend 


ment: 
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ent : he felt for my confuſion, and 
with a delicacy peculiar to himſelf, with | 
a vivacity which rendered him irreſiſtible, - 
immediately turned the conve ns up- 
on the moſt entertaining ſubjects. | 
Taking out his watch, on a ſudden he 
ſtarted up, and aſked me. If I would 
give him leave to aſſiſt me in a the 
honours of my table.” | 
I replied with a ſmile, < that he would 
give meparticular pleaſure by ſo doing.” 
He then flew to the bell, when Tom 
— the lad rc came in 
he ſaid to him Miſs Oe . 
have ſupper.” _ 
In ten minutes, being told that it was 
upon table, he led me into the other 


parlour, ſeated me at the head of the ta- 
ble, and begged me to help him, 1 
was extremely hungry. 


I felt, at firſt, a little cl in EA 
new part I was to act; but with ſo ele- 
Fr gant, 


_ 
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gant, and ſo charming an inſtructor, l 
ſoon caught all the ſupericiat forms of 
good breeding. 

My Lord had a remarkable eaſe in his 
carriage, and trifled in the moſt agree- 
able manner in the. world; yet was he 
Kill more enchanting when he converſed 
ſeriouſly upon uſeful, as well as amuſing 
topics: to every topic his voice, his looks, 
his behaviour, were all happily ſuited, 
and it was impoſſible not to liſten to him 
with the ſtricteſt attention, whenever he 
opened his lips. There was, at the ſame 
time, ſo much modeſty in his air, and 
fo much humility in his features, that 
not the ſmalleſt ſtreak of yanity was diſ- 
coverable in them. _ | 

With ſuch a man, my dear 8 
inſen/ bility herſelf would have been tranſ- 
ported. What woman could have re- 
ſiſted ſuch a man? Lord Woodford was 
very ſoon, indeed, in poſſeſſion of my 

1 ; heart; 
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heart; I only wiſhed that it had been 
more worthy of his acceptance. 

We lived very rationally together, 
and the time flew away with delightful 
rapidity. My Lord flept at his own' 
houſe, but generally ſpent the whole 
day—always the greateſt part of it— 
with me,— He, commonly, came to 
breakfaſt ; ſometimes a couple of hours 
afterwards. When the weather was fa- 
vourable, we walked in a beautiful ſhrub- 
bery, on the other ſide of a fine lawn, 
which fronted my elegant little manſion, 
Hither my Lord, obſerving my taſte for 
flowers and gardening, ſent all kinds of 
curious plants; and took an infinite deal 
of pleaſure in ſeeing me range them 
agreeably to their ſeveral colours. 

At other times, my drawing, and 
my needle engaged my attention, 
and while I was employed, my 

TH OE bo Lord 
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Lord either read or chatted to me,— 1 
had learnt muſick, but not of one of tlie 
beſt maſters : and as my taſte for draw- 
ing had always been predominant, I had 
not attended to my leſſons ſufficiently to 
make any great progreſs. | 

My Lord, fitting by me, one day while 
I was at work, ſaid, As your voice is 
extremely ſweet, Fanny, you muſt „ 
imagine, ſing well, I never heard you, 
but I will venture to ſay that I ſhould be 
charmed with your vocal performances.” 

mY I have not applied to muſick, my 
Lord, ſo cloſely as I ſhould have done,” 
anſwered I, but I will practiſe, if 1 


ſhall give you the leaſt Pleaſure 1 bo 
doing.” 


He thanked me in a manner ex- 
ceſſively polite, as if I had conferred the 
greateſt favour on him, and immediate- 
1y, ſent to his houſe for a Harpſichord, 
telling 


- 
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telling me, at the ſame time, that he was 

extravagantly fond of muſick, and that 
he would ſend for an . if 1 liked 
the inſtrument. 

This was too conſiderable a tem Pen- 
tion to be reſiſted, tho? I felt ſufficient ſa- 
tisfaction by accommodating myſelf to his 
taſte. Accordingly, he went to London 
on purpoſe to chuſe an organ for me, 
and he very ſoon taught me to touch it 
in a maſterly way. Few people played 
with more judgment than himſelf: and 
ſometimes he accompanied me with his 
violencello, with ſuch bewitching tones, 
that he made me eager to exert all my 
powers. — Let he would never fit long, 
intently, to any of my employ ments: he 
contrived to vary them for me, and ſee- 
med very ſtudious to prevent my wiſh- 
ing for any other companion. Bleſſed 
with bis converſation, I ſhould indeed, 

. H have 
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have diſeovered the mot deplorable 
want of taſte, if I had ſighed for the 
company of any other man — I was 
thoroughly contented with his ſociety. 
Sometimes, àlſo, I rode dut with him 
in his chaiſe. Whenever we came wo a 
ſpot particularly pleaſant, we quitted the 
chaiſe, and walked. e, eee 
dineds, and drank tea at his houſe; an 
ſtrolled in the park and eee 
evening, he brought me home. —In all 
this continued intimacy never did I hear 
Lord Wood ford utter a1yllablewhich Was 
unfit for my ears; never did he take any 
unbecoming liberties. He behaved on- 
ly as an affectionate brother would have 
behaved to a ſiſter, for whom he had 
the ſincereſt regard. He often took 
hold of my hand, indeed, and often, 
w ile we were walking together, put my 
arm under his: vet with all his retenũte, 
127 11 With 
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. with:all his reſpectful ſilence, his eyes 
ſpoke the tendereſt language, and he 
was, apparently, the moſt impaſſioned lo- 
ver, as wellas the trueſt, and moſt diſin- 
tereſted friend. — I was, myſelf, no leſs 
tender, but I Was upon my guard yet 
as my mind opened, and as I acquired 
new ideas from the books recommended 
to my peruſal, and from the improving 
ae eee len I be- 
came unhappe . 
I have already told you, my 5 | 
Maria, that I loved Lord Woodford 
extremely. I very ſoon found that a ſe- 
paration fom him would be a blow 4 
heavy for me to bear. The apprehen- 
ſion of ſucha blow tormented me day and 
| night In vain did I endeayour to admi- 
niſter gonſolation to myſelf by the tender- 
neſcof my Lord's behaviour, which left 
me no room to queſtion his affection for 
Si . 1 - 
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I was thoroughly aſſured, painfully 
ceitain, that his rank, and his connec- 
tions, would be inſuperable bars againſt 
his union with e; and when I reflected 
upon the probability of his marrying 
another woman, I was almoſt deprived 
of my reaſon.— I ſtrove, it is true, to pre- 
pare my mind for ſuch an event, but 1 
ſtrove in vain. If my Lord happened 
to be abſent from me longer than uſual, 
the emotions which I felt forcibly con- 
: vinced me that life would not be deſirable 
without his ſociety.— Often did I wiſh, 
in my moments of deſpondence, that I 
had never known him, as fortune had, 
ſeemingly, prohibited an honourable 

alliance between us; but more frequently 
did I, when looking at his intelligent 
eyes, or liſtening to his melodious ac- 


cents, bleſs the hour which firſt brought | 
me acquainted with him. 
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While we were airing, one day, upon 
a common, a few miles diſtant from my 
Lord's houſe, a gentleman paſſed us on 
horſeback, ſo ſtrongly reſembling Mr. 


Seymount, that a number of old ideas 
ruſhed into my mind, and I changed 


colour : not that I had ever really loved 
Sey mount, I had only felt gratitude for 
him, buttheremembrance of my mother's 


ſtrange and. cruel treatment, occaſioned 
by the ſight of him, affected me ſo pow- 


erfully that I could not conceal the agita- 
tion into which my ſpirits were threwn. 
The ſudden change in my coun- 


tenance was inſtantly perceived by Lord 
Woodford. He looked at me, as if he 


would have Penetrated into my ſoul, 


and aſked me if I was ill, i —_ Wing. 
had frightened me. 
1 thought 1 faw Mr. Seyda paſs 
7 Juſt mm” aid I, very innocently, as 

3 9 had 
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I had no intention to Scl the moſt 
ſecret movements of my heart. 

« Mr. Seymount?” replied my Lord, 
ſtarting at the name. Do you know 
Mr. Seymount then 8 added he, in 9 | 
diforder, 

e T once: knew a teten of that 
name,” replied I, ready to tremble, ſo 


violent were my emotions on ſeeing wy 

Lord ſo much agitated, - | 1 
My Lord imagining that thoſe emoti- 
ons had been occaſioned by the ſight of 
the gentleman who had paſſed. us, ſaid, 
«© Don't be alarmed Miſs Oſgood : the 
perſon you ſaw was not Mr. Sey mount, 
but he is very like him; however, pray 
be ſo kind as to inform me where you 
became acquainted with Mr. Seymount.“ 
As I plainly perceived that my Lord 
intereſted. himſelf about. the affair, and 
ae very anxious, I told him ho- 
| 9 ' 
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quajntance with Mr. Sey mount, not 
omitting his ſtratagem to have interviews 
with. me. in the character of a lover, un- 
diſcovered by my mother. 
MV Lord. Was almost. Fables while. 
I ſpoke, ſo attentive. was he to my, little 
narrative, and hardly did he Sie me 
time to conclude it. 
And yo gas this” Scymount 2 
cried; he haſtilyꝛ: | 
No, indeed, my y Lord. loan fee 
gratitude for him.” 
4 Gratitude ? 55 anſwered he, ae 
the word te gratitade is nearly ed to | 
a ſofter paſſion.” af Taba 
He ſtopped: he looked tenderly on 
= and ſighed : then, inſtantly frown- 
| g, he turned away his face, and look- 
4 out at the "oppalite window till we 
cave home.. 
= H 4 | This 
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This ſudden indifference pained me. 
I could not tell how to bear it, not being 
conſcious of having deſerved it. After 
| having ſo minutely, and ſo ſincerely re- 


lated every thing I knew concerning Sey 
mount, I thought my ſincerity would 
have merited applauſe : little did I'ima- 
gine that it would have excited bl 
bation. 8 
My Lord grew, at laſt, 10 ae and 
diſcontented, chat! really began to fear 
I had, by ſome inadvertencies, offended 
him, and I could not help feeling my- 
ſelf. ſeriouſly | afflicted. Tears dimmed 
my eyes, and I could hardly reſtrain 
myſelf from weeping aloud. .. _ - 
My Lord, till attentive Sy me, Kill 
obſerving every look and motion, aſked 
me, more than once, if I was. indiſpoſed. 
1 anſwered i in the negative. 11 43 70 by 
ch das then are To ſo firangely cher. 
. Te 0 


| | 
— 
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ted? But I remember you have, un- 
doubtedly, met with a great diſappoint- 
ment to day, and therefore, you are to 
be pitied”— — added he,, with. a heavy. 
ſigh. 

8 What: diſappointment 1 3 2 : 
replied I, with an eager anxiety ; 1 
expected — have DAUunge to - 
expect. | | Ber > 
Tha moment theſe * were out of 8 
my mouth, I wiſhed to recall them. 
coloured like ſearlet: I hung my head, 0 
and trembled leſt: my Lord ſhould miſ- 
conſtrue them; but he did not: how- 
ever, tho he miſtook my meaning, he, 
unfortunately for me, put a conſtruction « 
upon my n which I had not . 
hended-. S 

With much apparent Alarisfadtion he 
replied, but not immediately —“ If he 
was ſo deeply in love as you ſay; time 
H 5 EY may. 
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may, poſſibly, work out e in 
your favour.” 

l don't underſtand your n Lord, * 
ſaid I, quite confuſed. 5 

« No, madam ?”—looking very ſe- 
rious; . cannot you hope that time may 
put Mr. Seymount into a ſituation to 
demand- the favour of your hand?“ 

« Mr. Seymount ?” exclaimed 1, haſ- 
tily—< J entertain no hopes of Mr. 
Seymount, my Lords I never once 
thought about him.“ Again my co» 
lour came—]1 threw down my eyes; my 
Lord's brightened exceedingly. Acharms 
ing ſmile enlivened his fine features. 
„ Not think of Seymount ?” ſaid he, 

ſeizing my hand, in a tranſport; * did 
you not think of him, my deareſt girl ? 
How egregiouſly have I been miſ- 
taken! But tell me, then,” continued he, 
preſſing my hand, - tell; me, Fanoy. of 
whom did you think?” 


I Wag 


"ag 


I. was, now: obliged to be ſilent: I. 
could not | with propriety, declare my, 
real ſentiments, and I ſcorned to utter 
falſhaods :I therefore, ſaid nothing; 
but as my Lord ſat hanging over me, 
and urging me to acquaint him with my 
ſecret thoughts, I, at laſt, ventured to 
look up in his face: What he ſaw in 
mine I cannot tell, but, drawing my 
hand gently to his lips, he ſoftly 
articulated; & Angelic girl !ꝰ and then, 
as if apprehenſive of having faid too 
much, let my hand drop, and aver- 
ted Bis face. I, ready to faint,” with the 


agitation which ſo tender a ſcene had 


produced, roſe, and walked to the win- 
dow— There a ſſiower of tears inſtantly 
relieved my full heart. My back was 
towards him, but I could not, with all 
the efforts in my power, ſtifle the ſighs, 
. ariſing from exceflive ſatisfaction, 

85 H 6 which 


11. 
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which iſſued from my boſom; for 1 
was throughly perſuaded that I was belo- 
ved, and that prudential motives only 


prevented my Lord from telling me ſo 


in the tendereſt terms. m | 
Myſighs alarmed him; he bene to 
me; he caught my hand again I tur- 
ned away my eyes, but he ſaw the tears 
roll down my cheeks. 
With an impaſſioned look, and with 


a tremulous voice, he cried, ** Gracious 


Heaven! what do I behold ? what means 
thele tears?” | _ 

I broke from him, immediately: 13 
dared not to truſt myſelf with him, nor 
yet could I bear to give pain to that 


heart, which had juſt afforded me fo 
much pleaſure.—I haſtened out of the 


room, after having ſaid, ** Pray excuſe 


me, my Lord, and do not aſk the rea- 


ſon of my departure, or enquire into the 


cauſe 


. NF WF EY 709 AY . 
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cauſe of my tears: but be e that 


they flow from ſenſations too ne 
to be expreſſed.” ““ | 

With theſe Vows I ran up into my 
own apartment, and ſtaid in it till ſupper 
was upon table; tho' I heard him twice 
ſay, Fanny, my deareſt Fanny,” with a 
loud, and imploring voice. 

When Icame down, we were both more 


compoſed. My Lord's behaviour was 


delicately affectionate. The evening 


flew away, tho' neither of us proceeded 
to an explanation of what: had paſſed. — 


Never had my Lord appeared to me 


in ſo engaging a light; innumerable 

were his winning ways, and it is impol- | 
ſible to deſcribe the- pains he took to 
render himſelf captivating. W 
FT be next day, the he was an 
citous to pleaſe, he appeared far leſs hap- | 
Py 3 and as m * hung, in a man- 
ner, 


. ner, upon. his- lips, whenever: he Was 


* 
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not chearful, I was, of courſe, dejected. 

| To increaſe my dejection, he told me, 
that he : ſhould; | ſhortly; be confined to 
his own houſe with company. It 
will not be in my power to ſee you ſa 
frequently as I have done, Fanny,“ ad- 
ded he, © but I-ſhall ever think of you 
with the higheſt fatisfaction, and ſincere- 


- Iy Tegret the loſs of your converſation,” 


I bowed; but J felt very uphappy : 
accuſtomed as I had been to ſee him eye- 
ry day, and all the day, I could not 
hear (of his intended abſence from me: 
without. being deeply touched yet 38 
T had fo lately diſcovered, tho involun- 

tarily, to what a degree my heart doated 
on him, I was as much as poſſible upon 
my guard, leſt any improper. gf 

ad b be viſible.” My n a thought, 


T 


2 
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ſeemed” equally - ftudious aps eve⸗ 
ry affecting ſenſation - 

When he went away at Wie 
he did not particularly take leave of me; 
he only looked earneſtly at me, and 
ſ ghed ,—Overwhelmed with a ſoftened 
tenderneſs I could ſcarce lift up my eyes. 

How heavily did the moments move 
in his abſence 1 or a week 1 bore it as 
well as L could: F hardly lived : I meer- 
ly exiſted. I then had time enough to re- 
flect upon the wretched condition of a 
kept miſtreſs: in that light I almoſt felt 
myſelf; as Thad not a fingle acquaintance 
in the world While I enjoyed my 
Lord's company, I did not, indeed, with 
for any other company: more company 
would have been rather diſagreeable to 
me; but, when be was gone; Tmoſt inipa- 
tiently longed for ſomebody to ſpeak to, 


3 Leould ſpeak of bim; | 
the 
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the only man upon earth of whom I de- 
fired to talk.—If twenty perſons had 
been in the houſe with me, I ſhould not 
have ventured to mention him to one 
of them. 
Having paſſed a melancholy =. 


without receiving a viſit, or the ſlighteſt 
meſſage from Lord Woodford, Icon- 


| cluded that he had judged it prudent to 
give me up; and that, not being willing 
to ſhock me by a formal adieu, he had 
ſeparated himſelf from me for ever, in the 
leaſt diſtreſſing manner he could think of. 
Under the weight of. this diſpiriting 
apprehenſion, I could not, by any me- 
thods in my power, adminiſter relief to 
my tortured mind: I could not help dwel- 
ling on thoſe ſcenes which had yielded me 
the moſt exquiſite delight : ſcenes, ſo 
Fear told me, never to return.— 1 loſt 
Emy appetite——1+ could neither eat, nor | 
| ſleep: 
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ſleep: I grew pale, thin, and became 
moſt truly a miſerable object. Vet, 
tho? I had worked myſelf up to believe 
that my Lord would never ſee me again, 
I was ftill anxiouſly deſirous oſ ſeeing 
him; and I could not refrain from wiſhing 
that if he had actually determined to for- 
ſake me, he would permit me to bid 
him a laſt farewel; even while I felt 
as if ſuch a fare wel would prove fatal.— 
L wanted, indeed, to thank him for 
what he had done for me; I wanted to 
return the preſents which I had recei- 
ved from him; I wanted to leave the 
houſe in which he had placed me, and 
to go to ſome other ſpot, where 1 might 
follow my drawing but chen Lconſider- 
ed how difficult it would be to find 
a retreat free. from the intruſion, of Sir 
Thomas, or of my mother. —1 as, in 
won, ditraded with a multitude ofalarm- 
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ing doubts, and my, unhappineſs was 
doubled every day by the epd 
ſence of my Lord. 

Wearied, at length, with * mot, 
diſheartening conjectures, 1 determined, 
one day „ to take a walk towards | Lord 
Wood ford's houſe, in order to diſcover, 
if Lcould, what had "oy tim ſo _ 
from me. 


I et out, alone, u upon n 


* that nobody might ſuſpecti my deſign. 


which was not to go to my Lord's houſe, 
but only to wander about the environs, 
in hopes of getting a ſight of him; the 
only at a diftance. My ſcheme was 
doubtleſs equally fooliſh and indiſereet, 
and T ſuffered ſufficiently for i _—_ 
I walked very faſt, ſo impatient was 


T to ſee my Lord; and when « came 


near ing grounds, walked” on till I was 
41 01 % "oy 
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ready to drop, without perceiving a fin- 
gle creature. 


At laſt a fine ſpanie], of which my 
Lord was 2 fond, bounded along to- 
wards me. N 

NM heart jumped at the. ſight: o of the 
little animal; which I had frequently 
carrefled; as I expected to ſee- his 2 
ſoon following him. | 

I was not miſtaken: my ba in 4 
ſhort. time made his appearance: but 
good Heaven ! how did 1 feel when I 
beheld him with a very elegant woman, 
who leaned an his aim carelefsly! Heſcem- 
ed to be earneſtty talking to her. My 
feelings at that moment are not to be deſ· 
cribed. Jealouſy took immediate poſfeſ- 
ſion of my heart. I was no longer at a los to 
know why my Eord had withdrawn him- 
ſelf from me: the woman hiefore- me 
had evidently. beem:a:ſuccefefulrival— 
She way in the ſame attitude in which I 


had 
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had often appeared, and he treated her 
in a manner which forced me to remem- 
ber, with themoſt cutting grief, the happy 
hours which I had ſpent by his dear ſide. 
— However; tho' I was on the point of 


expiring with jealouſy and ſorrow, I wiſh- 
ed to have a near view of them, to ſee 
if his Lordſhip's companion was as hand- 
ſome as, at my firſt glance, I thought 
her to be.—1 wiſhed, alſo, to know if ſhe 
was ſo perfectly to my.Lord's taſte, as to 
ſecure him more firmly than-I had been 
capable of doing. I wanted to hear her 
voice; to hear her ſentiments, but I want- 
ed ſtill more to hear what he ſaid to her; 
yet I knew not how to gratify my curi- 
ofity, without riſquing a diſcovery.— 
Beſides, I was all over in ſuch a tremb- 
ling condition, that 1 could ke 
* myſelf. 


* 1 ſtood: e. unable to ai 
termine 
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termine how to act, they advanced: It 
was a long walk they were in, between 
two rows of horſe cheſnuts: there was a 
quickſet hedge on one ſide of it, and alſo 
at the bottom, which had ſkreened me 
from their eyes. I had on a black cloak 
and hat, and was, therefore, not a very 
conſpicuous object. As they advanced, 
1 ſtooped a little, and, peeping thro? the 
hedge, ſaw them both without any in 
terruption. Over my I;ord's counte- 
nance a melancholy ſeriouſneſs was 
ſpread. The Lady's lovely face—for ſhe 
was very young and handſome -was 
enlivened by the moſt pleaſing ſmiles, 
She was indeed ſo very agreeable a 
figure, that I Chrunk within myſelf, — 
1 was not at all furprized at my 
Lord's attachment to ſo charming a 
| creature —Her dreſs, tho? only a morn- 
ing one, was both elegant, and ex- 
penſive. 
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penſive. She eclipſed me as much in 
finery as ſhe. did in | beauty, —1 ſighed 
deeply at the compariſon which I could 
not help making in my own mind be- 
| tween us,—My Lord, indeed, frequen- 
.tly would have had me purchaſe rich 
clothes, but I always oppoſed him; yet 
my oppoſition did not hinder him from 
preſenting ſeveral little ornaments, 
which I had determined to return to 
him before I ſa the beautiful object 
which filled my heart with ſo much mi- 
ſery. 6 
At length they anion "rey to £0 
towards the houſe, before I: was able to 


get near enough to hear what they ſaid. 
I ſtood till they were quite out of. ſight, 
after having ſtrained my eyes to follow 
| them. 5 | 


As foon-as.I 1 I was FRF RR” rages view 


of what had given me ſoo much uneaſi - 


neſs, 


neſs, 1 -attempted! to go home, 'but! I 
was incapable of moving: I ſank'down 
vpon the graſs, overwhelmed with de- 
ſpair, and. ſhould have fainted, believe, 
if a violent ſhower Sf feats "Had not re- 
lieved me a little. ; 


I roſe the: molnent 131 in a condi- 


tion to walk, tho could; willingly, haye 
ſtaid all/day and all' night on that ſpot: 
but as I was uneertain about their com- 
ing out again, and afraid of being 
diſcovered by any of | my Lord's people, 
I reſolved to return to a houſe which I 


could no longer look upon as mine. 


I refolved, indeed, to leave it, When I 


had written a/ letter: to my Lord, to ac- 


quaint him with my motives.— Let, af- 


ter all, what inducements have I to run 


has placed me, and in which he »main- 


tains me as a perſon under his care? 
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He had never told me that he had any 
view, in his behaviour to me, but to 
make me happy, and to ſecure me a decent 
proviſion; what buſineſs, then, have I 
to be offended, or grieved at his loving 
another woman? He has not directly, 
or indirectly, declared an inclination for 
me, and what reaſon have I to ſuppoſe 
he ever would? Not the leaſt reaſon in 
the world: tho' I am ſometimes en- 
couraged to imagine, from his tender 
attentions and his generoſity, that Iam 
| neceſſary to his happineſs Do men 
uſually behave to women whom they do 
not love, as my Lord did to 'me ?—No, 
' ſurely. — However, Lord Woodford 
is a very uncommon character. He is 
benevolent, liberal and polite ; he likes 
| to chat with me, and to inſtruct me, but 
he certainly does not feel emotions in my 
nn ſimilar to thoſe which he has 
* 


N 8 
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raiſed in my fooliſh boſom. He is the 
moſt diſintereſted, the moſt "amiable of 
men, and I cannot but love him.—Nay, 
tho' he has, weary of my company, at- 
tached himſelf to another woman, 1 
cannot diveſt myſelf of my partiality for 
him But how blameable am I to give 
way to it? how exceedingly wrong will 
be my behaviour, if I continue under. 
obligations to a generovs man, for which 
I can make no returns —no returns con- 
ſiſtent with honour. I have nothing but 
my affection to beſtow; take away my 
tenderneſs and I am poor indeed! 
Such were my reflections while I walk- 
ed homewards. As ſoon as I arrived, 
fatigued, faint, and ready to fink to the 
ground, I took up my pen, and began a 
letter to my. Lord. I thanked him in the 
warmeſt terms for the protection he had 
_ afforded me, for the generoſity with 
Vol., I. 3 | which 
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which he had diſtinguiſhed me: I told 
him that he had been too generous, that 
his liberality had oppreſſed me, that I 
had it not, that I never' ſhould have it 
in my power to make the ſlighteſt return 
to the numberleſs favours he had confer- 
red on me; adding that I was, therefore, 
determined to quit a ſphere of life to 
which I had not the ſmalleft pretenſions, 
and to have recourſe to the employment 
from which 1 might reaſonably 1 8 81 
a decent ſubſiſtence, 

1 was then prevented from going on 
by a violent head ach—my eyes had' a 


miſt before them : I was hot ; extreme- 
1y indiſpoſed all over, and obliged to 


lean my head upon the Eadie, could 
no longer ſit upright. 
Juſt at that inſtant, Nanny came in 


to aſk me what 1 would pleaſe to have 


* 
l e 
* ry 
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for my dinner, as I had not given any 


orders before I went out. 
thought, Madam,” Kid the, 6 * 


you would have rung the bell _ 
gan 


Raiſing m my * Fara I told 1 
that I could not eat a morſel. 
| The girl, being good natured, tried 


to perſuade me to have a little broth, 


or ſome White wine whey; but 1 refu- 


ſed every thing: I abhorred every kind 


of food: I ab horred myſelf particularly, 


for not having had attractions ſufficient 


to gain, and to keep Lord Wopodfard's 
heart, I was now certain that he had ne- 
verfelt the ſlighteſt inclination for me-; 


and tho I was very ſenſible that I ought - 


to have eſteemed him a thouſand: times 


the more for his diſintereſted generoſity, 
I could not bring myſelf to look upon 
him | in the light 1 wiſhed, and Iferiouſly 


E 55 hated 
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hated myſelf for my feelings. But my 
head ſoon became ſo confuſed, that I 
could not reaſon about my ſenſations or 
my behaviour I grew worſe and worſe, 
and was, in a ſhorttime put to bed in a 
violent fever. 

I lay, ſeveral days, cops of think- 
ing at all. The firſt object I beheld, 
when my ſenſes returned, was Lord 


Woodford fitting by my bedſide, with 


looks expreſſive of the ſincereſt ſorrow, 
and holding my hand in his. 

Jo tell you what I felt at that tranſ- 
porting moment is impoſſible. Lifting 
up my eyes, I looked earneſtly at my 
Lord, to be ſure that | was not miſtaken, 
and then cloſing them again, as even the 
Vittle light in the room was too much for 
them, I fetched a deep ſigh, and preſſ- 


ed his hand. He returned the preſſure 


with additional warmth, and with a 
a voice 
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voice which was melody to my ears, 
cried, ©. Fanny; my deareſt Fanny, tell 
me, are you better ? ſpeak to me if you 
can; only one word of comfort: 1 
would not diſturb you, but if you knew 
what 1 have ſuffered on your account, 
it would, I dare e give your heart 
Joy to relieve mine.“ | 
What rapture. did not thoſe precious 
work convey to me? Vet I could notar- 
ticulate what I felt The various emoti- 
ons which I experienced, and my weakneſs 
together, prevented all utterance : but I 
caught his hand again, and put it to my 
forehead, to my lips, merely from a 
paſſionate fondneſs—The heat of my. 
hand made him exclaim, * Good God? 


how you burn! Can nothing be done 
to remove this cruel fever ? * ; 


Thar render exclamation was of more 
ſervice to me, than all the Preſcriptions - 
| "© 2 - 0 
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of the college would have been 
I grew better from that moment. | 
opened my eyes again, fixed them on 
the dear cauſe of the miſery, both of bo- 
dy and mind, which L had endured, and 
faid, with a feeble voice, „I ſhall be bet- 
ter ſoon, uy Lord, if you wiſh for my 
recovery.” 

** Wiſh, for it?“ cried he in lively 


_ accents; I wiſh for nothing but your 


health. and happineſs—Have you any 


doubts hom can you have any doubts 


concerning my regard for you 8 
He ſpoke thoſe few words with ſo muſk 

cal a voice, and with ſo much earneſtneſs, 

that I was charmed with them. I thank- 


| ed him in the beſt manner I could: but 


] was not able to make eee 
adequate to my wiſhes, 
In a few days, during which my. Lord 


never left me, but when decency requi- 


ted 
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red his abſence, I was ſarprizingly mend- 
ed. I began to ſit up. 
My Lord carried me at firſt, from my 
| bed(ide to the chair, till I was ſtrong 
enough to walk, and then I leaned upon 
N friendly atm. Never was any crea- 
ture more tenderly. nurſed, nor was ever 
any body more grateful. I really felt 
myſelf quite a new being, to ſee my 
Lord, when I had concluded, he had 
left me never to return, redouble his afſi- 
duities about me; z to find myſelf the 
ſole object of his tenderneſs, at.a time :” 
when 1 believed he had entirely given 
me up for another, —The satisfaction 
which I enjoyed upon the occaſion, al- 


moſt deprived me of my ſenſes. . In ſhort, 
Icould notcheck my raptures, and Idoubt- | 
leſs ſurprized my lover by the frequent ſal- 
lies of my. gratitude: yet, tho? I imagined 
that I had great reaſon to be happy, could 
not, n now and then, help reflecting u on the 
| ö ſcene 
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ſcene which had thrown me into the dif- 


order, which ſo nearly proved fatal to 
me, and was at the ſame time, natural- 


ly, deſirous of knowing where that la- 


dy was whom I had ſcen fo familiar with 
my Lord, and whether he had relin- 
quiſhed her, as he had, I fancicd, aban- 
doned me.—“ Will he nct go back to 
her again ?” ſaid 1 to myſelf Whenever 
I thought about the lady, and I often 
thought about her: a train of melancho- 
ly ideas crowded into my mind—Some- 
times tears forced a paſſage from my 
eyes, in ſpite of all my os to 
reſtrain them. 8 
One day, my Lord found me alone in 
the garden, attempting to dry my eyes 
before I made my. appearance before 
him. Seizing my hand ere J appre- 
hended his nearneſs to me, he faid 
What's the Water, my dear Fanny ? 
Why 
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Why do you ſtrive to hide from your 
ſincereſt friend, a forrow which Kill 
preys—with the greateſt concern I ſee it 
—upon your tender ſpirits: a forrow 
which was, I firmly believe, the cauſe 
of your late illneſs ? With what affliction 
can you be oppreſſed, which may not be 
communicated to me, your guardian, 
who will, be aſſured, do every thing 
in his power to render you happy ? Have 
I not reaſon, Fanny, to complain of your 
want of confidence in me?“ 

That little reproach, delivered in the 
mildeſt manner, ſtruck me to the ſoul, 
and forced the ſecret from my boſom, 
which 1 had reſolved to bury in it for 
ever, as I was dreadfully afraid of giving 
the leaſt diſguſt to the man whom I lo- 

ved to diſtraction. . 
Immediately thinking that he had 
been offended at wy reſerve, I burſt 
into tears — Do not, oh! do not be 
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angry with me, my Lord,” faid 1.— f 
ſhould have opened my heart to you be- 


fore, had 1 not been fearful of en 


JOB angry.“ 

Angry, Fanny py replied he gravely ; 
* +; 1Soag is it poſſible for me to be ang ery 
with you ? How little do you know me ? 
S peak, therefore, and ſpeak freely, my 
deareſt girl; I may be ſorry, 1 may be 
wretched becauſe it is not in my power 
to make you happy, but I can TY be 
angry with you,” 

Here he Roper, waiting for my an- 
ſwer. 

1 bluſhed, trembled, and felt the 
extreme impropriety of telling him, that 
I had been diſtracted at his abſence, that 
I had watched him, that I had, with the 
e jealouſy, ſeen him with a lady 

in his park. Could a girl of the leaſt 


delicacy, make ſuch a diſcloſure to the 
| 1 man, 
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man, who had never ſaid, that he loved 


her, and whoſe rank i in life prevented her 
from expecting honourable addreſſes to 


him?—I thought, cherefore, that I ſhould 
have expired with ſhame. 2 + In 


I fat ſilent for ſome time, covered 
with confuſion ] longed, but 1 knew 


not how, to unboſom myſelf,  _ 

My Lord, perceiving my embarraſi- 
ment, drew out of his pocket the piece 
of paper on which I had written, - with a 
tremulous hand, a few lines to him, at 
the time I was taken ſiek z of which I 
often thought afterwards, but was al- 
ways afraid to enquire about it. Some 
times, indeed, I hoped that Nanny had 
either deſtroyed ir, or * it -M in my 
writing bon. 

This e babe «Lfound upon 
your. table; the day I ruſhed into your 
ee eee on having heard that you 
| I 6 | Was 
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was very much out of order; and I will 


dyn that it has given me a great deal of 
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uneaſineſs. Do you then, really, want 
to leave me, Fanny? Am P ſo exceed- 
ingly diſagreeable to you, that all my 
endeavours to pleaſe cannot prove, in 
the leaſt degree, ſucceſsful? Are you, ac- 
tually, ſo attached to Seymount, that 
you think you ſhould behave injuriouſly 
with regard to bim, by remaining any 
longer under my protection?“ 

He pauſed, after having, with much 
difficulty, delivered the above interroga- 
tions. I was ready to die with vexation, 
to think that he ſhould til imagine it 
poſſible for me to love any man except 
himſelf. —I could not keep ſilent — l haf- 
tily cried out—tho' bluſhing exceſſively, 
at the ſame time How ſtrangely, 
my Lord, you are ſtill miſtaken about 
me! I never was attached to Mr. Sey- 

| mount, 


LADY WOODFORD. 182 
mount, in the manner you apprehend, 
never can be ſo attached to him Were 
I but ſure of your being as indifferent 
to the lady, who leant on your arm in 
the park, as I am to him —” 
No ſooner were thoſe words out of 
my mouth, than I would have almoſt 
given my life to recall them. I clapped 
my hands before my fr roſe z and 
hurried towards the door. 
My Lord ſtopped 'me, ey in accents 
more lively than any I had yet heard, ſaid, 
Stay, Fanny, let us, at leaſt; under- 
ſtand each other clearly: aſſure me that 
. you do not love Seymount, and you 
ſhall have no reaſon to havean ill opinion 
of me: you cannot, certainly, have an ill 
opinion of me, for ny een beha- 
viour to my lifter.” | 

A thunder-bolt levelled at my 60. 
could not have confounded me more.—I 
ſaw, I felt, how extremely ridic ulous I had 
15 | been 
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been with my jealouſy : I was throughly 
_ aſhamed to think how much I had, pre- 


cipitately, done to leſſen myſelf in his 
eyes. I was aſhamed to look up to him: 


again I hurried towards the door—again 
he caught me in his arms. 


« My deareſt Fanny,“ ſaid he, 6 ſtay, 


and ſuffer me to make both you and my- 
ſelf as eaſy at I can as preſent : ſtay and 


ſee the tranſports with which you have 


filled my heart, by the involuntary emo- 


tions 15 your own. Sit down and liſten 


to me.” - 


1 complied, tho? my ta aden in 
ſuch a manner, that I n it would 


„Be . my 8 Srl 


continued he, and hope every thing, 
by attending to me with patience,—l loſt 
my father, the Earl of Woodford, when 


L was quite a lad: he left me and a fiſter, 
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an infant alſo, to the care of the tender- 
eſt and beft of mothers, who gave up 
all her future expectations in life— being 
young and handſome in order to ap- 

pluy herſelf intirely to the education of her 

children — Thoſe children, in return, 
endeavoured to behave to her with the 
greateſt duty and affection: all our af- 
fection, and all our duty, ſhe has hi- 
therto deferved; yet, there are ſituations, 
ſometimes, in life, which are diſtreffing 
to the beſt intentioned people in the 
world, My mother had, from her 
childhood, contracted a friendſhip with 
a lady of her own age and rank, 


who, afterwards, married a Sir George | 
Bromfield, and had by him a daughter, 


about two years before my ſiſter was born. 
—As our mothers were intimate, we 
were frequently together, and as we 


grew up, Miſs Bromfield, unfortunately 
for us : both, preferred me to all the 


young 
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young people who offered” themſelves 
candidates for her eſteem, The prefe- | 
rence which ſhe gave me was a favour 
to which I, never aſpired; but it happens, 
now and then, that what we ſeek for 
leaſt, is ſooneſt obtained—She took, in- 
deed, ſuch a fancy to me, that Sir 
George and Lady Bromfield, in a ſhort 
time, became deſirous of an alliance be- 
tween two families already united by the 
ſtricteſt friendſhip.—This alliance my 
mother mentioned to me, in a way 
which plainly diſcovered what joy it 
would afford her to. call her friend's 
daughter hers, In reply, I told her, 
that I wiſhed I had looked upon Miſs 

Bromfield in the light in which I had the 
honour to appear to ber, but that I felt 
no particular inclination for her,—I 
alſo told her, that I ſhould, very cau- 
tiouſly, enter into the marriage-flate, 
and that I, by no means, approved of 
the 
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the preſent faſhionable mode of matri- 
mony: adding, that as I ſhould make it 
a point to be conſtant to my wife, I 
would, willingly, marry a woman whom 
I really loved, that I might have no in- 
ducement to wander from her. —I con- 
cluded with faying, that I had never 
ſeen the woman to whom I wiſhed to be 
indiſſolubly united, and that I choſe to 
remain unmarried, till I rould alter my 
ſtate without acting in oppoſition to the 
motions of my heart. My mother find- 
ing me ſo averſe to Miſs Bromfield, ſaid 
ſne would no longer preſs me to marry 
againſt my inclination, provided I would 
promife her never to marry a woman 
of low birth, however agreeable ſhe 
mightbe in every other reſpect. —Little 
reflecting upon the nature of ſuch a 
promiſe, at that time, J ſolemnly, moſt 
folemaly, aſſured her, that her requeſt 
ſhould be TP complied with. 


Satisfied 
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Satisfied with: that aſſurance, ſhe ceaſed 


to perſecute me, and as | was very well 


contented with what J had done, my 
heart was perfectly eaſy.— Perfectly eaſy 
was my heart, till the morning Hyam 
brought me to ſee you, I was inſtantly, 
ſtruck with the elegance of your per- 


fon, and with the enchanting ſimplicity of - 


your manner; I ſoon found you were 
with ſtrangers, and obliged to work for 
A ſubſiſtence. I was exceedingly ſhocked 


at the appearance of things, and ſtill 


more ſo, when, on the rapid progreſs 
of my paſſion | for you, 1 conſidered, chat 
my mother would ſtrongly object to 
the lowneſs of your ſtation.ä— Being deſi- 
rous alſo of placing you above depen- 
dence, I could not help urging you to 
occupy this ſmall houſe, which I had, 


ſome time before, purchaſed, on ac- 


tion.— Lou remember, wich what firm 
„ neſs 


* 
z 
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nets you refuſed my offer: however, 
I proceeded to furniſh it, and to make 
it ready for an inhabitant.— Coming 
one day to fee you, the woman, with 
whom you lodged, intercepted me upon 
the ſtairs, and gave me no little encou- 
ragement to hope for her aſſiſtance in 

| carrying on any defign againſt you. — 
Her infamous alacrity alarmed me ex- 
tremely, 1 thought, indeed, fo much 
about your dangerous ſituation, that T 
had no reſt, when I was abſent from 
you: and it was fear, which hurried 
me to call upon you the night you were 
forced away, —Happily, I overtook you; 
happily, I brought you hither. You 
cannot but be ſenſible, - Fanny, that 1 
never took advantage of the confidence 
you repoſed in me, but you do not know 
with what tranſports I gazed on your 
growing beauties z with what heart-felt 
. delight 
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delight I liſtened to your charming con- 


verſation. Your. diſcretion, your mo- 
deſty, your delicacy—your every female 
excellence I ſaw enraptured, and I died 
with deſire, to tell you how extravagant- 
ly I doated on you—Yet, certain as I 
was, at the ſame time, that my mother 
would make objections extremely un- 
welcome to my ears, I was deterred 
from ſpeaking : I was fearful of increaſ- 


ing your diſquiet, as well as my own. 


I fancied alſo (impelled by vanity, per- 
haps) that you beheld me in a favourable 
light, and that nothing but your innate 
diffidence, your exquiſite diſcreetneſs, 
prevented you from diſcovering your 
ſentiments in my behalf Nor had I any 


doubts concerning your partial ſenti- 


ments, till the evening you imagined you 


ſaw Sey mount paſs us. — Your agitation 


then filled me with inexpreſſible anxiety1 


looked 
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looked upon him, as the favoured lover 
When I urged you, however, to ac- 
- quaint me with the cauſe of it, I was 
ſoon moſt pleaſingly convinced how 
much I had been miſtaken.— Juſt when 
I was beginning to feel myſelf truly hap- 
Py, becauſe intirely perſuaded that my 
paſſion for you was returned, I was in- 
formed by my mother, that ſhe and my 
ſiſter would come and ſtay with me a 
few days. At any other juncture, 1 
ſhould have been highly pleaſed with 
the intended viſit, but ſuch a viſit, 
when I had flaitered myſelf, that I had 
made the wiſhed-for impreſſion upon 
you, threatened a ſeparation inconceiv- 
ably diſagrecable to me: indeed I 
dreaded it; yet I could not, poſſibly, 
extricate myfelf from ſo embarraſſing an 
—_— — n 1 which 
e : 
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might have proved prejuducial to us 


both: I, therefore, left you at a time 
when I would have given the world to 
have ftaid with you, I even did not 
think it proper to ſend or to write to you, 
leſt the ſervants ſhould chatter amongſt 
themſelves. I thought it better to wait 
till my mother left me, tho* I did 
the greateſt violence to my inclination, 
by acting in that manner. My mother, 
while ſne ſtaid with me, perpetually 
launched out in Miſs Bromfield's praiſe, 
and failed not frequently to tell me, that, 
as ſhe had ſet her heart upon me, a diſ- 
appointment would, in all probability, 
be attended with melancholy, if not fa- 
tal confequences. I affected to laugh off 
what J heard, and imputed it to the wild 
fancies of a romantic girl. On the day 
when your curioſity, your love, let me 
add, unfortunately, led you to come in 
| | ſearch 


Y 
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ſearch of me, Fanny, I was walking in 


the park with Lady Ann, who declared 
to me, ſeriouſly, that Miſs Bromfield 
was actually ſuppoſed to be in a decline, 
and that her declining health was attri- 
buted to her prepoſeſſion for me : adding, 
that ſympathetic feelings alone, on my 
fide, would probably ſave her life. —In- 
finitely as I preferred you, to all the wo- 
men in the world, I was, I own, exceed- 
ingly diſtreſſed, to hear that any inno- 
cent perſon ſhould have a moment's 
uneaſineſs on my account—The ſolem- 
nity which my ſiſter had thrown into my 
face, by her diſcloſure, -with regard to 
Miſs Bromfield, only excited her mirth: 
She rallied me prodigiouſly upon the oc- 


caſion, and, with her raillery, mixed a 


great many diſpleaſing particulars con- 
cerning Miſs Bromfield's inclination for 
1 ſiſter kept me walking a conſi- 

derable 
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derable time, but little did I think 
you were ſo near; tho, while 1 liſtened 
to details about the tender ſenſations of 
another woman, my thoughts were en- 
tirely fixed on .I wiſhed to know 
how you did, what were your ſentiments 
concerning me, how you employed 
yourſelfduring my abſence, and if that 
abſence was not painful to you—So 
anxious, indeed, was I before the cloſe of 
the next day, that I diſpatched John, 
who had been uſed to attend me hither, 
with a little note, to enquire after your 
health, and to let you know how much 


] longed to ſee you,—What was my aſto- 


_ niſhment, what was my concern, when 


he brought me back the paper unopened, 
and informed me, that you were in a 
violent fever, and quite inſenfible !—I 
forgot, immediately, my mother and 
ſiſter, and flew hither without bidding 

them 
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them farewell. The condition I found 


you in, almoſt unhinged my reaſon, and 


1 was incapable of leaving you till I ſaw 


you out of danger; and now my joy on 
your recovery, and on the partiality 
which you have diſcovered i in my favour, 
is ſo exceſlive, that 1 ſhall not be able 
fo Teparate myſelf from you again,—Yet 
tell me, Fanny, and tell me truly, what 
you meant by that letter ; tell me why 
you wanted to deſert me, and why you 
ſaid you could never make returns 
for the favouts you have received from 
me. Indeed, my feet girl, you never 
received any favours from me: 1 plea- 
ſed myſelf, I am fure, full as much, if 
not more, thati 1 pleaſcd you, by all 
my triflipg endeavours to be ſerviceable 
to you. Why then, Fanny, ſhould you 
chink of making me wretched by de- 

Vor. I K priving 


194 MEMOIRS OF | 


priving me of the pleaſure. of ſeeing 
you, and converſing with you? _ 
1 had wept a almoſt, from the beginoiog 


| of the above ſpeech; at the Ius 


of i it; my "tears became violent, and 1 haſ- 
tened to reply : with a faultering voice, 
1 juſt \ was able ta ſay, Oh my Lord, do 
not think ſo unkindly of me; nor believe 


it poſſible for me. to endure to ſee. you 

wretched. Freely, would! by down my 

life to procure you Fahey,” 5 
1 could not proceed. 

4 Be compoſed, my. gear girl,” : fig 
he: preſſing my hands 35 do not, at pre- 
ſent, think of any thing that can diſ- 
quiet you. 1 will alk no more queſtions 
now: by and. by you will, ; 3 an wii 
you ill, remove all wy doubts.” 1; : 

They ſhall be removed direftly,” 8 
frred1—<Jelomolthe lame lady, 
writ > who 


- 


LADY WOODFORD. 195 
who is, you tell me, your fiſter, 1 deter- 


mined to leave vou. Will you pardon, 
my Lord, » reſentment of which I am 


heaftify aſiamed ? I am'thoroughly ſenſi- 


ble of my weakneſs,” but], xt the fame 
a. r s 

Do nor call it weaknels, F rah, or 
phie he te Unleſs you wilt allow it to 
be a moſt amiable one When jealouſy 
proceeds from love it is certainly to be 
forgiven; and you have, by your appre- 
henſions, with regard to my conſtancy, 
rendered yaurſelf a thoufand times more 


dear to me chan ever. it gives me, 


however, great pleaſure, to think that 


8 if you quit my houſe, you will not be 


bliged wo labour again for a ſubſiſtence: 
for I have en you three e 
2 Fear. wa 200 Hoch: An 1 

I poder ears. 7 * | 


quite; overwhelmed with love and gra- 


SHA 518, 8 ueugh, 
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| titude, * What will become of me? 
My good God! Teach me, direct me how 
to return ſuch generous affeQion.” 1 
Kr, Riſe, my Fanny,“ ſaid my 9 * 
tenderly graining me to his boſom, for 
I had thrown myſelf on my knees 
< Riſe: let me dry up thoſe tears: let 
me aſſure you, that yon ſhall never feel 
another jealous pang on my account: I 
will be yours, and. only yours, in the 
moſt honourable manner, —I- only beg 
for time to prevail on my mother to yield, 
with ſome ſort. of grace, tomy wiſhes: 
yeu cannot love .me: leſs for being wil · 
ling to prove myſelf a good ſon to a mo- 
ther, who is, in every other reſpect, the 
kindeſt imaginable: when ſhe becomes 
acquainted with your excellent diſpo- 
Ation, ſhe will I hope as earneſtly deſire 
an alliance with you, as I do. Promiſe 
me, therefore, my deareſt F anny, to 


8 
aA ! 


27 454 | a 8 | make 


1 7 
* 
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make yourſelf intirely eaſy, and to love 
me as affectionately as ever.— ] will 
never abuſe your indulgence: I will pay 
a proper reſpect to your delicacy, and 
your diſcretion, but 1 _ exiſt with- 
out your tenderneſs.” | | 

Quite overcome, quite ſoftened by 
ſo delightful a declaration, 1 promiſed 
him every thing he could defire, and he, 


from that hour, ſeemed to have receiv- 
ed new life. He adored me, but he ö 


behaved to me like a man of ſenſe and 55 


horiour ; ; he treated me as a woman 
who was, every way, his equal, who 
was, one day, to ſhare' his rank and 
fortune. As to myſelf, I would not ſay 
too much, my dear friend, in my "own 
praiſe; but 1 had fo very high an opi- 
nion of my Lord's underſtanding, and 
principles, that I almoſt deified him 
Frequently did I, after having conver- 
fed with him upon different ſubjects, 

K 3 = 
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fo ſtrongly feel my own defic iences, thar F 
could not belp wondering at his conde£ | 
cenſion in ſpending ſo many hours with. 
me,—Sometimes I fancied, that as he 
had, from his affectionate regard for me, 
taken a great deal of pains to raiſe me 
above the generality of my ſex, he had 
a Ir ly rendered me ſuperior to them. 
Tet, flattered as I was with my lord's con- 
deſcending carriage, I always behaved to 
him with the utmoſt humility: with a hu: 
mility, indeed, which often indueed him to 
ay. Fhat my deference to him was car 
ried too far; and that it prevented me from 
diſcovering. ſo much tenderneſs for him 
as 1 ſhould have otherwiſe done; but I 
aſſured him, that his apprehenſions were 
groundleſs, and that my love. ** wie 
could not be increaſed; 
For about a fortnight ur my reco- 
very. we eee the happieſt of peo- 
| 1 os En ple: 5 
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ple: Lord Woodford fearce beſtowed a 
thought on his mother, tho 1 mote 
than once mentioned my lady to him, 
and aſked him, « If he would | not 8⁰ 
and fee her.“ 


4% Fou want then,” file he one day, 


; it 


« „to feng me from you, Fanny?” # [194] 
Far from wiſhing to part wirr you, 
my Lord, I cannot expreſs the pain 1 
ſhould feel in your abſence; but we can-' 
not be too dutiful, we cannot have too 
great an affection for deſerving parents. 
4 Sweet gill How would my mother 
doat on yu, were ſhe to hear you talk 
thus ! And yet ſhe pays ſo mueh regard 
to the ſentiments fa foolith world, char 
Lam aftaid not all your uncommon merit, 


vould correct her improper. way of think · 
ing, under the influence of falſe pride. 
n n nm nn,. to the 

I e e 4 chic 
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child V7 her friend, will, nodes, 
| prowpt her to oppoſe my wiſhes.” | |. 

At laſt, however, I d my 
Lord to make her Ladyſhip a viſit: he 
had determined to ſet out the next morn- 
ing, and to return the following day, 
when a letter brought to him that very 
evening, obliged him to take another 
route An uncle, by his father's ſide, 
had been ſuddenly indiſpoſed at his houſe 


in Derbyſhire, and GA to ſee him 


immediately... 0) £0914 3 


My Lord was concerned, and diſtreſt 
on the peruſal of that letter: he very 
much eſteemed his uncle, and was very 
unhappy at the thoughts of leaving me, 
for a longer time than he had deſigned. 
But ſubmiſſion was abſolutely. neceſſary, 
and we ſeparated with mutual regret. . 
The departure of my Lord threw me 
into a melancholy;. which I could, by - 
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no means; ſhake off. In vain did 1 fly 
from one kind of employment to another; 
my books, my needle, my pencil, my 
muſick, and my garden, were equally 
inſufficient to afford me any ſort of conſo- 
lation. As I had loſt my dear compa- 
nion, every thing ſeemed to remind me 
the more foreibly of my forlorn ſituation. 
On the ſecond day of his departure, 
I ſat down to the organ, and attempted 
to while away the time, and to amuſe 
my mind by playing a favourite ſong of 
my Lord's. When 1 was in the middle of 
that ſong, Tom came and informed * 
chat a lady deſired to ſpeak with me. 
Imagining that my mother had Fo 
chance found me out, I was in no ſmall 
flutter : tho? I ſhould have been rejoyced, 
indeed, to ſee ber, had I not been afraid 
of her attempting to carry me to Sir 
Thomas. —Homever, I endeavoured to 
* 19961 1 = 5 dons compoſe 
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| compoſe myſcE,inorder toreceive Geben 


who came in a hired poſt-chaiſe, and, ac · 
cording to Tom's deſcription of her, 1 
was really induced to expect my mother's. 
appearance: but how Thall I expreſs 
rhe awe with whick J was ſtruck, when 
I beheld a graceful figure between forty 
and fifty enter the room I She had a ve- 
ry genteel air, and fuch a dignity in her 
deportment, that I felt my own littleneſs 


in a very mortifying mater: Iabſolute- 
17 drunk into myſelf.— My eyes were 
turned towards every part of the 


room in a thouſand directions, as if das 
led by the majeſtic object before them. 


My arms dropped, and f withed to hide 


wyfelf i in the moſt obſcure part of the 
houſe. 1 was foon rouzed, however, by 


he ſtranger's melodious, A command 
wg „ 07 OTE II; ies 
1 * Are you 'Mifs* oba i: the: - 


ad 


92 a 7 J ſtarted 
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. I ſtarted at the queſtion; I ventured to 
look up, and had the flattering ſatisfac- 
tion to {ce a ſoft ſmile in the countenance 
of the lady who ſpoke to me, in which I 
had before perceived. nothing but ſeriouſ- 
neſs and ſeverity. —The tranſtion-was ſo 
favourable, I thought, that I was encou- 
raged to anſwer her: yet I was embarraſſ- 
ed. -l could not bring myſelf to utter a 
falſhood, before a perſon who. appeared 


to be t the picture of truth; I, ee 


befitated a little. ; 

F « Is not your name, Oſgood. * ſaid 
ſhe, again, with an e mixed 
wage nn 


Ab fanned our Ya, 
madam.” 


7 in ' 


+4 | And you are placed 2 
by Lord Woodford ?? ? 
By the manner in which- dhe cle 
d eau, le galled me extreme - 
i K 6 ls 
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ly; for ſhe uttered them rather contemp- 

tuouſly, —With more haughtineſs than 
| uſual, I replied=* Lord Woodford 
who is my guardian, Madam, and who- 
has a right to direct me, . Daiber 

to place me here. 

- « Your 8 3 — 4 * 
agitated ; · No, Miſs ; Lord Woodford 
is not your guardian, and if he has taken 
any pains to make you believe he is, he 
has deceived you; bur I rather imagine 
his deſign is to impoſe upon me, and that 
he wiſhes to conceal the miſtre/s under 
the title of the ward. However, that 
ſcheme will not anſwer his purpoſe ;-I am 
very well acquainted with the nature of | 
your connections with Lord Woodford, 


and I am come to inliſt _ 5 a 
ing them offt. 3k. 
+ [was exceedingly vines 5 cheperemp- 


Z * delivery of the above: ſpeech 3 par- 
1 7. ticuuarly 


Py 
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ticularly ſo at being ſuſpected to be Lord 
Woodford's miſtreſs — Such language, 
and from a ſtranger too, was, I thought 
very impertinent, not to ſay inſolent.— 
I replied, - therefore, with ſtill more 
haughtineſs—* I do not underſtand this 
way of talking, Madam. By what au- 
thority do you treat me with ſo grating 
a familiarity ? By what authority do you 
dictate to me in ſo deſpotic a tone ? Tou 
certainly do not know me; if you did, 
you never would ſuppoſe me capable 
of being the character you have, = 
haſtily, mentioned. — My pride is 
ſhocked, at the injurious” imputation—T 
am, I confeſs, under conſiderable obli- 
gations to Lord Woodford : he has pro- 
tected me with the utmoſt humanity : 
he is'the moſt generous, the moſt amia- 
ble of men, and has too high a ſenſe” of 
a to _ to ſeduce a poor 
N girl, 
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girl, whom chance pointed out to him 
as an object entitled to his compaſſion. 
Towards the latter end of my ſpeech, 
I was ſo melted, that I could hardly arti- 
eulate W and at the cloſes of it, 
ue into tears. 

Lord Woodford is, ee E 
9 honour, and generoſity,” replied 
the Lady, ſomewhat ſoftened, © but as I 
muſt conelude from the warmth with 
which you have mentioned him, that.you 
are very muck attached to him, at leaſt, 
pray how long do you think you can 
hold out againſt the compaſſion and libe- 
rality of ſuch a 1 as Lord Wu 


ford 2, x $2 i 1 Fe 
- #6 A queſtion, in which & i een 
inſinuation is couched,” ſaid I, « sequires 


no answer. A woman Who is deter- 
mined fo be virtuous, will not be ſedu- 
ced by any mad in the world ; and ſhe 
who is under the Pc of Lord 

Woodford, 
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Woddford, need not be under any ap- 
eee . ee e -chas 
racer,” n Us 9 
a R mins antics," copied "RY 
with a ſeornful ſmile; but you are 
miſtaken A woman's character is al- 
ways in danger * ee 2 ſne 
loves i — 7 

. Provoked at her e en 
I could no longer hear it, but, inter- 
rupting her, faig with ſome: vehemence ; 
It is of no conſequence to y Ma- 
dam, whether I am miſtaken or nat; you 
are quite a ranger to me, and, there- 


wo. 1 ſhould be glad to be ok. anon 


6 LEY 
Ego Fives 20-2002 


Un aunbteghy, you. vil lmginde> 
mer bid af mr ' rephed the lady. but 
however diſagreeable my company may 
be to you” — added ſhe, | with addz- 
tional TIES mother of Lord 


. 


208 'MEMOIR'S OF. 


| Woodford might be treated with a little 


more ceremony, at leaſt by a girl who 
owns herſelf obliged to her ſon.” “ 

No words can defcribe what I endured 
at that inſtant.— My aſtoniſhment was 
exceſſive My heart was ſmote with con- . 


trition, and 1 felt myſelf the meaneſt, 
the moſt abject of all human beings. 
1 should have been humbled before 


the mother of the man whom I a- 
dored, had 1 not ſpoken ſo very freely 
before her, but when J reflected upon 
what T had uttered, my ſhame and my 
ſorrow were beyond expreſſion. 1 was 
ſhrunk to nothing, everwhelmed with 
confuſion on having degraded myſelf— 
tho” unknowingly in the eyes of the ve- 
ry perſon whom I moſt 'wiſhed to pleafe 
I could only expect relief from the 
humanity of her, who was the deareft 


relation; the parent of the man on whom 
my ſoul doated. 


In 
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In ſo awkward, ſo diſtreſſing a fitua- 
tion, what could I have faid ? I. ſaid no- 
thing. I threw myſelf on my knees be- 
fore her; juſt raiſed my weeping: eyes, 
and then caſting them down on the floor; 
cried, with uplifting hands, Pardon 
me, my Lady, pardon a poor girl; who 
was ignorant of your rank; and who 
wiſhes moſt earneſtly to make her con- 
duct approved of by your ladyſhip.ꝰ 

For a moment ſhe viewed me; filled 
with ſorrow; and in a ſupplicating atti- 
tude, without opening her lips; then 
holding out her hand, ſhe ſaid, with an 
encouraging icomplacence in her face, 
„ Riſe, and learn, from this time, t 
behave reſpectfully to every body, leſt 
you ſhould be deficient in politenefs 100 
thoſe who have a right to expect it from 
you—A! forward, familiar carti ge in 
| young * ſhouldbe n "= Eotrfted, - 

but 
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but a general e e to be 1 
plauded. N ITY FX ws 
_ } 3 her? Ae me 
again, to pardon. the error of which I had 
been guilty, and apologized for the im- 
propriety of my behaviour to her, by 
telling her, that ſhe had _ Aue 
certed me with her ſuſpicions . 
Every body,” replied ſne, - ould hip p- 
oole* you to be Lord Woodford's miſ- 
treſs, while you live with him, While 
you. are ſupported by! him, while he 
ſpends ſo much of his time with you. 
„hung my head, abaſhed, and Was 
Glene : there was hut doe much aal in 
m nme, e as 9s 44. 
And indecdJ? cüntbngd hes if 
eee eee your vir- 
tue, you will not: long - preſerve it: it 
cannot he perfectly ſafe, while you are 
ſo dangerouſly.” * * en, . 
| been attacked 


„ Indeed, 
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Indeed, Madam,” -replied I, ea- 
gerly interrapting her, “ it never has 
been attatcked by Lord Woeodford. 

No, child? — For what purpoſe 
does he keep you here then? © 
From the _ moſt humane Andes 
imaginable,” anſwered I; , from the 
nobleſt, the moſt difintereſted generoſity. 
I was diſtreſſed to the greateſt degree 3 1 
was cruelly © abandoned by her, who 
mould have done every thing in ber 
power to keep my virtue out of the way 
of danger, inſtead of laying ſhares for 
the violation of it; L was betrayed into 
the hands of an infamous old man, hy a 
mercenary word I chu not add 
mother On the eint of Jeingſhawen | 
fully facrifiged to that man, I was 


from ruin by-your | ſon, Madam: who. & | 
the moſt N the moſt neg 1 
men.. TS. | 


5 6h * 
** 25 un 


i : * 
54 895 N 


Wh 
rn 3 ————— ———————— 


— — 


— — do — — 


212 "MEMOIRS OF 
Here I ſtopped. My tears flowed ſo 
faſt, they almoſt blinded me: yet I per- 
ceived a glow of ſatisfaction in Lady 
Woodford's cheeks, occaſioned by my 
having mentioned his Lordſhip in ſuch 
favourable terms; a kind of ' pity alſo, 
blended with curiofity, appeared in her 
countenance. '** Compoſe yourſelf,” ſaid 
ſhe.. If what you have told me, is to be 
depended upon, you are to be mage 
ſionated, but 5 

55 « Indeed, en "ah Fr - ear- 
neſtly,- . 1 have never been accuſtomed 


to deceive any body. My mother 
ſpared no pains im my edi ucation.— While 


ſhe was attentive to my enden the 


faſhiotiable accbmpliſhments, ſhe | ſtron⸗ 
gly inculcated filial obedi ence, and urged 
me early to ſpeak truth upon all OC- 


caſſons, that ſhe might always rely upon 


what Tine” 


Lady 


LADY WOODFORD. 2713 


Lady Wooford looked, with her eyes 
Hxed, at me, during the above ſpeechI 
had, I plainly ſaw, engaged hercatten- 
tion, - and: was; therefore, willing te wand 
myſelf of appearances in my behalf. 


but I was ſtill fo awed by her, that L 


could not venture to ſay what] longed og 
articulate.” She,” at length, relieved ine; 


by aſking me, how i it was poſſible = 


a mother to behave in the NT had 
deſcribed. Min Q1 03 LOB ING 


I replied, * could bal delats 


things as they had happetied. dae 
4 Sit down,“ ſaid ſhe — for T had 
riſen from my ſeat in much diſorder 


< and tell me every thing dee you 


till You. came:hither:?.; 019433134 11-442 n: 

Lobeyed, andienteted upon my little 
narrative with ſpirit, becauſe 1 Hatrered 
myſelf that L ſhould remove all the ſuſ- 


picions her un had. harboured 


ht Nin . 
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againſt me. I related, faecin&ly, all 
hat had paſſed. concerning me, tilt the 
day I became jealous of wy Lord; but I 
choſe to conceal the riſe: and woes: ol of 
my jealouſy for many obvious reaſons. 
My Lady liſtened to me with great 
attention, and complacency: and ſeveral 
tranſitions: were. obſervable: in, ber; fear 
tures, as ſhe was. differently, affected by 
ſeveral. parts of my ſtor g. 

When I had ceaſed to ſpeaks, the aid, 

with 8 Particular benignity in het coun- 
tenance, “ I. thank von, Miſs Oſgood, 
ſor your narrative Fhope I may, 1 be- 
leve F may depend upon your veracity,” 

Feu may indeed, my Lady,” ſaid . 

«Tell me then, with the ſame ſincerĩty 

ahi frankneſs what plan have e 
ed for your future ſupſiſtence. - 

I bluſhed, and aſſured her that k 5 
never hong any! z that I had only 
At 1 intended 
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intended toreturn to my old 3 
to my drawing. Tam very ſenſihle, Ma- 
dam,“ added i; thar L oughtto return to 
it, but I. am exceedingly afraid that Eo 
wall, throw! me into dangerous ſituations,” 
.* Your fears arewell founded,” replied 
be, „however, when you come to re- 
llect &rivuſlys you will, think mantis, 
ation here far from being ſafe. .. 
I ſtarted ; booked. en "nll 
plainly told r K. 1 never had, þFhogghe 
in that manner??? o 


Fc « © 


+, I vill venture to give Jen credit 
for. that declaration, ſaid ſhez * you 
think you are perfectly, ſecure under my 
ſan' 8 protection but your, ignorance is the 
boundation of yaur ſatisfatiqn—you are 
totally nnacquainted with, the natute of 
4 theſe connections, and, therefore, 1 will 
i now make it clear to Jou how. erroneous 
your. conduct has been. Nou have 
e en confeſſed, it net 58 


% 


j 
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love my ſon, and you are ſtrongly indu- 


ced to believe. that he loves you. Well 
then; can you ſuppoſe that two ſuch 
people, in the prime of life; and poſſeſ- 
ſed of the greateſt ſenſibility, always with 
each other, and perpetually endeavour- 
ing to render. themſelves "mutually . 
agreeable, will be for ever capable of re- 

ſiſting the impulſes of nature and incli- 
nation ? 2 No, Fanny. Tou may imagine 
what you pleaſe, but a time will come 
when love or moſt probably nature 
will throw you quite off your guard. 
The defire of gratifying the wiſhes of the 
man for whom you feel a violent affec- 
tion, will overpower your virtue; or 


ele vo will flatter yourſelf that it is 


more meritorious to pleaſe bim, to whom 
you have been under {6 many obliga- 


tions, than to preſerve the purity of 


Wan by refuſing to make him 


happy. But you will, by acting in con- 


7901 
ſequence 
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ſequence of ſo falſe a way of thinking, 
too ſoon be convinced of your indiſcre- 
tion, and you will moſt probably, after 

the ſacrifice of your virtue to your love, 
ſpend the remainder of your days in all 
the bitterneſs of repentance. Many 
good and innocent girls, Fanny, have 

been undone by their romantic notions 
about the tender paſſion; and in proportion 
to the abſurdity of their ideas concern- 
ing female honour, have been their ſub⸗ 
ſequent ſufferings.” 

I liſtened with attention] was ftruck 

with the picture of a girl who might, 
tho very virtuouſly diſpoſed, be un- 
done; be ruined even from the purity of 
her principles: yet I thought, at the 
ſame time, that I ſhould never be duped 
out of my honour 'by mine, becauſe I 
firmly believed that Lord Woodford 
would not unfairly avail himſelf of my 
difintereſted prepoſſeſſions i in his favour. 


Yor, I, T— —I was 
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Avas in no ſmall agitation, however: 


I felt extremely embarrafſed—I trembled.- 

Lady Woodford, ſeeing me touched, 
proceeded in the following manner: 
« Every woman ought to ſhudder, to 
think of the loſs of her virtue. I will 


not ſuppoſe that you have any deſign to 


give Lord Woodford an opportunity to 
triumph over yours; but it is natural for 
me to imagine, that you may be prompt- 


ed, in an unguarded moment, by a de- 


ſire to increaſe his love for you, to give 
him improper advantages. — Conſider, 
therefore, child, that no man can eſteem 
the woman whom he keeps as a miſtreſs, 
tho' he may appear to have an affection for 


her; and that love, without eſteem, 
cannot be of a long duration?“ 
I heard her attentively, and 1 was 
convinced: but how to give up the ſo- 
ciety of a man ſo extremely amiable, ſo 

deſervedly 


A HOH D. wg... 
deleryedly dear ta me] that difficulty 
ſtill remained. — However, I. aſſegted. to 
Wien Lady Woodford ſaid. to me. 


36. Well, then, child,“ replied, ſhes 
75 what ſteps do you intend 0 take ?—You 


are in the greateſt danger lere: you own, 
yourſelf, that you ſhould. be expoſed to 
many ineligible trials by returning to 

your old employtnent—l have: thought of 

ſcheme to ſave you from. any hazardous 
Paul Lou are very young, F anny, 
vou, have an attradtive perſon, a good 
| vnderſtanding, and, 1 4 arg viling to 
hope, an honeſt, fir incere heart: i theſe, 


1 muſt be confeſſed, are conſiderable = 


r 


re bur Jo, ah. have 


a proper match for Lord Woodford.” Pn 
<q $7 Jam) very 3 11 _—_— of what | 
ol ntl Hume 5 


7] 
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humbleſt tone 1 never dared to en- 


courage ſuch an aſpiring idea.“ 
Nou will candidly allow,” anſwered” 


*, 


ſhe, 6c that the prodigious diſproportion 
between you, with regard to birth and 
fortune, is ſufficient to prevent an union; 
but there are ſeveral reaſons to be urged 
againſt | it. Yet as I perceive a great 
deal of merit in you, and as I think your 
caſe particularly affecting, I am inclined 
to take you under my protection. I will 
place you with a very intimate friend of 
mine; I will furniſh you with money 
enough to make a genteel appearance: 
in time, if you continue deſerving of en- 
couragement, you may be ſettled more to 
your ſatisfaction: but you muſt promiſe 
me, previouſly, never to fee my ſon.” 

1 did not exceedingly like the firſt pro- 
poſal, tho it was a very generous one, 
and advantageous: when my promiſe 


was 
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was demanded, wich, regard to Lord 
Woodford, 1 changed colour; my heart 
throbbed ; 1 thought 1 ſhould, have faint- 
ed. Ar laſt, i ſhower of tears, relieved 
me. I ſobbed aloud—1 was almoſt di- 
ſtracted at the thoughts of never ſeeing 
Lord. Woodford. My Lady remained 
fileat for ſome minutes, till ſhe ſaw my 
grief beginning to ſubſide; ſhe. then, 
with a voice full of mildneſs and com- 
| paſſion, ſaid; Tou F mY 1 Miſs 
Oſgood.” in, of 0 

of More chan my lie Thoſe » were 
the. words L immediately nend with 
| eagerneſs, tho [ could not, without A. 
culty, axtculzte. chem, dd Not 

Availing herſelf. of my 3 * re- 
plied, with equal eargerneſs, As you 
love him ſo ſincerely, you will, cer- 
fainly, be defirous 25 e every thing 


to make him happy. nr” 
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e Ufitoubtedly, A laid bY «opp fob. 
Bs, I 160199 D291, L brotboo 


e Wel REES Gat Only fare l ji 


future felicity, 8 biever ſeeing him, again. 
Tnis prohibition may * ſhock you jul ow 
but you "will, here Aer, 2. 6 HD 0 
the propridty' of itt] Abſciic&s the 6 

cure for an ill-placed in cilnätiok: 10 
cannot think, ſeriouſiy, of being tmartitd / 


to Lord Woodford : the difpt6potrioh 
| betwedh y, A'repettiit, "is tod e6hlide. 
rable to be obviated : privately 48. you 
have been "brought up, 50⁰ can have no 
| idea of the diſagtecable confequiences 
with which an tete would, 
moſt probably, be attetidet: but ſtippoling 
all theſe 6bMitles"'robe removeable, my 0 
for! has been long engaged to mike bis ad. 
dreſſes to an amiable young lady, ever) 
way ſuitable to him, 1, Who is actual at 
hes time in an ill ſtate of health, "becauſe . 
1 7 ei * 
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me is neglected by him: conſider, there- 
fore, what an injury you will do to Lord 
Woodford, by taking any meaſures to 
keep up a connection with him, tho* in 


the moſt honourable manner : by ſo do- 
ing, you will not only hinder him from 


ſettling himſelf very deſirably, in every 
ſhape, you will alſo be acceſſary to the 
death of a valuable young perſon, Who 
has beef trained up to look upon him as 
the man deſtined for ber huſband. She 
never entertained an irregular, a roman- 
tic paſſion for him, but in conformity to 
the wiſhes of her relations, ſtudied to 
render herſelf worthy of the man, whom 
they recommended to her choice : : Now 
as I well knew the riſques which young 


women, eſpecially women of family, ran 
by a brilliant marriage, as rank and for- 
tune give young men of faſhion ſo many 
opportunities to gratify their capricious 


L 4 1 
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fancies, I took particular care to endea- 
vour to make my ſon ſenſible of the trea- 
ſure he would poſſeſs in a good wife; 


and, at the ſame time, tried to convince 
him how very injurious to that wife, his 


conduct would be if he only neglected her. 
Happily, I found Lord Woodford, as 
he advanced to years of maturity, paid 
due reſpect to my admonitions, and dif- 
covered affectionate attentions, which 
cannot but be highly in his favour, 
whenever heenters intothe marriage ſtate. 

The young lady, therefore, who has, 
with the approbation of thoſe ho have 
a right to diſpoie of her, preferred him, 
ought to be preferred by him to all her 
ſex : how cruelly will he behave, if he 
refuſes her! and how much unmerited 
affliction ſhall I occaſion to a family with 
whom J have lived, from the firſt com- 


mencement of our acquaintance, in the 
ſtricteſt 


Fo 
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ſtricteſt friendſhip! a few reflections on 
your own, and on Lord Woodford's 
ſituation, muſt render the extreme im- 
propriety- of your continuing to encou- 
rage Lord Woodford's viſits unqueſtion- 
able,—By a little conſideration, you will 
alſo be aware of the fatal conſequences ne- 
ceſſarily to be apprehended from his par- 
tiality in your behalf. Let me, then, 
prevail on you, to give up all thoughts 
of my ſon, my dear Fanny : let me have 
reaſon, from your compliance with my 
wiſhes, to call you ſo, and to eſteem you 
more and more every day: gire me 
your word, that you will make no at- 
tempts to ſee Lord Woodford, that you 
will not correſpond with him, that you 


will oppoſe all the ſteps he may take 


either to write to you, 0 or to en 
with you.“ 


Liar almoſt Ktupified with wick » while 
TY my 
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my lady was ſpeaking, and when ſhe 
Nopped, felt myſelf abſolutely nn 
of making any reply. | 

She looked at me, for a few moments, 
che to pity me exceedingly. Then, 
riſing, ſaid, << Come, Miſs Oſgood, ſtrive 
to conquer this weak neſs I cannot give 
it a harſher name Have recourſe to 
your reaſon, and ſuffer, me to convey you 
immediately to this friend I have menti- 
oned, who will treat you with as much 
affection and deference as if you were re: 
lated to me.“ 
| I ſighed, but I could not a. | 
: A dvageing towards me, ſhe ſaid, ta- 
156 me by the hand, „Come, Fanny, 
ſummon up a little reſolution. —The car- 
riage, which brought me, is at the doors 
we will ring the bell, and order your: en 
to ſend your cloaths after you.“ | 


I ſtarted: 1 ſhrunk from her touch 
1 C 
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% What, leave Lord Woodford,? ctied 
I; +-withour letting him nov / myadeſigttʒ 
wirhout writing to him, wiehout prepa- 
ring him, in the leaſt, for y departure 


 No27Tis'"inhpotible. Leave bin -whi 
Has done ſo much for mem. de. 
verer? my protector A friend p It 
muſt not cannot bed 
It mull; indeed,“ anſwered! my lady. 
1 If VD havvithe leuſt ſpark; of gracl- 
tode;2if yo in any degretb attempt to 
return the friert ſtiip he Has diſteb red: fr 
you, fly from bim immediately s give 
him not the pain of bidding you fare. 
elta Pit ling gale 
O, Madam,” replied-L; half breath- 
166, ſo-violently was I agitated . If he 
loves me, will he not ſuffer, | cruelly 
ſuffer, if 1 leaye him in ſo clandeſtine a 


manner -l can, never; conſent. to it. 
am dying at ce thoughts of it,” 3 taut 
mw Think 
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Think no more about it,” ſaid ſhe, 
44 but act at once: imagination, upon 
theſe occaſions, generally affects us too 

much; Iam, therefore, the more unwilling 
to have you leave any note or letter for 
my ſon: he will only brood over it, 
and doubly regret your departure.” _  , 

In vain I oppoſed this obſtin acy,as I 
thought it, in Lady Woodford; in vain 
1 begged, and intreated her to ſtay till 
I had juſt told him that I, was going with 
his mother. She would not permit me: 
ſne would not hear me. Overpowered, 

at laſt, by her plauſible arguments, and 
flattering promiſes, I ſuffered * to 
be led to the chaiſe. 

As ſoon as I found that che horſes 
went ata prodigious rate, I could not re- 
ſtrain my agonies—1 was almoſt frantic to 
ſee myſelf carried farther and farther, 
from the man . I-ſo fondly loved, 

| whom 
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whom I ſo highly valued. I ſcreamed ; 
I abſolutely frighted Lady Woodford, 
who caught hold of me, and earneſtly 
conjured me to compoſe myſelf. 

« Compoſe myſelf, madam ?”—cried I 
Lan I poſſibly compoſe myſelf, when 
IT am torn, for ever, from the moſt amia- 
ble of men ? Oh madam ! I cannot 
leave him—'tis impoſſible.“ 

. *« Huſh, huſh, child,” replied ſhe, 
preſſing me to her boſom, with looks in 


which terror and pity, alternately, ap- ' 


peared—*< Don't alarm rene e 
make me feel for my ſon.” 


Oh! Madam,” anſwered I, weeping, = 1 


* you, even you, who are his mother, can- 
not feel for him more than I do.” 
With great difficulty, ſhe, at length, 
prevailed on me to be calm I felt my- 
ſelf, indeed, almoſt lifeleſs from fatigue: 
1 far like a perſon deprived of ſenſe, 


without 


. * 
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without motion: 1 ſighed violently. 
Every nowand then, my lady took hold of 


my hand, and aſked me '* how I did; 


ſpeaking very Wenger tho?! ſhe ee 


no anſwers from mne. "3-04 


\ 


At laſt we tired i sen es 


ben were crowded, but the people 1 1 


beheld, did not, in the feaſt, engage 


my attention. There was but ont per- 


ſon in the world whom 1 wiſhed to fee, 
and I had no hopes of ever ſeeing bin: 
dee eee eee were ah 


hobdicfs Stute 11112 
When we ſtopped at Mrs. Stevens's, 


the lady with whom I was. to live, they 


were obliged to carry me out of the 
chaiſe; I trembleg ſo much, that I could 
ſearce ſet my feet to tha ground. 
I was led into a parlour, in which a 
yery FA ae, woman re- 
ceived 


” & *% 
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ceived; me, with great complacency. in 
her countenance, and that complacency: 
ſeemed. to increaſe, on her finding 


me really diſtreſſed- She, immediately, 


endeavoured to alleviate my ſorrow by a 


gentleneſs 'of manners, and a ſoothing 


behaviour, to which I could not, - tho? 
deeply afflicted, be inattentive.— Perceiv- 
ing that I was almoſt ſuffocated by my 
grief, ſhe placed me in an elbow chair, 
called for a glaſs of wine and water with 
a few drops, and, in very affectionate ac- 


cents, preſſed me to ſwallow alittle,” tel. 


ling me, it would relieve me extremely. 


Lady Woodford, with great good na- 


ture, joined in her requeſt: I therefore 


complied, and found momentary eaſe. 
My ſorrow was not abated, but I ſtrove 
to keep it down as much as poſſible, 
while her Ladyſhip ſtayed; - : - 

When ſhe roſe up to go, ſhe took me 
= by 
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| by the hand, and intreated me to ry - 
to baniſh all diſquieting ideas, aſſuring 


me, at the ſame time, that ſhe would be . 
my friend. She then aſked me, ſoftly, 
if I wanted any money. ; 

- Irepliedin the negative. I ſighed to 
think that Lord Woodford had amply 
ſupplied all my wants, and that I was to 
be ſeparated from him for ever. Burſting 
into tears, I exclaimed, © Oh my God 
what do I ſuffer ! and what miſery will 


not the moſt generous of men endure, 


when he hears that I have — him ſo 
abruptly !” 

Lady Woodford hurried away as ſoon 
as I had uttered thoſe words—She was 


exceedingly affected by them. 


19 
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THE END OF VOL. 1. 


